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ADDRESS OF THE EDITORS 


Of the Wasuinetron Tueorocicat Rererrory ano Cuurcaman’s Guipe, 
to their Subscribers and the Members of the Church. 


The design of our work is, to contribute toward the more general dif- 
fusion of correct opinions in religion, correct conceptions of the principles 
and practice of the Episcopal Church, and of the spirit of evangelical piety 
and enlightened zeal in the cause of Christ. While it is hoped that the 
Repertory has not been altogether unsuccessful in endeavouring to accom- 
plish such important objects ; while it is believed that its pages have beer 
instrumental, by the blessing of God, in enlightening the minds and further- 
ing the piety of some to whom it has been sent, it is readily admitted that 
the spirit and vigour of the work may not steadily have corresponded with 
the extensive patronage it has obtained, and with the just expectations of 
its readers. A number of reasons may be given for this; all which were 
outside of the control of the managers. Only one of these is important te 
be mentioned at present. Sufficient pains had not been taken at the oatset 
ef the publication to secure such sources of assistance as could be resorted 
to with confidence, and would contribute regularly to the labour and the 
interesting character of the Repertory. The consequence was, that the 
Editors, full of other engagements, and especially having in their hands 
the numerous and pressing duties of the parochial ministry, were often left, 
during their few moments of leisure, to bear the burdens of a work whick 
three times their number should have aided in supporting. But ample pro- 
vision has now been made for the regular income of such assistance as has 
hitherto been wanted. Of this, an account is given below. At present, let 
us say a few words in regard to the necessity of such a publication. Apart 
from the interesting and important nature of the chief objects for which it 
is instituted ; apart from the evident necessity that some such means should 
be energetically adopted to diffuse over the country, and among those 
classes of the people that have but few opportunities of information, the 
salutary instructions of religion, and the cheering intelligence of the march 
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of trath and piety ; apart from the universal approbation which the Chris 
tian community is now affording to the great utility of such periodical works 
as that which we propose, to spread in the most acceptable and pervading 
manner the lessons of the Holy Scriptures; we consider, that, to Episco 
pahans, and especially those of the southern states, the work under con- 
sideration addresses itself with claims upon their support, of a very peculiar 
force. While the active members of other denominations are carrying ou 
their many theological pablications with spirit and ability; and while they a ure 

zealously ‘contributing in a good degree, we believe, to ‘the interest of ou 
Redeemer’s kingdom, it is a fact that the Washington Repertory has fo: 
some time been the only publication of its kind, on the part of our Church, 
from New-York to New-Orleans. <A little work has lately originated among 
the Episcopahans of Philadelphia, called the Church Record, which we 
heartily wish may succeed, and which we sincerely recommend to yout 
consideration. But it only enters a little way into the plan of our Misce! 
lany. The Repertory is intended to be continued, and is expected to be 
conducted with new energy and attention. It will be the only channel ot 
periodical information to Episcopalians, from the members of their own 
Church, in all the extensive region that has been mentioned. We ask our 
brethren, whether they will consent to be idle, to do nothing for their 
Church and the general cause of religion, and deprive the Episcopal com 
munity in the southern country of an easy and interestmg opportunity of 
acquiring the most useful religious information, by refusing to support the 
only instrument that offers to diffuse it, while others are labouring with se 
much zeal and success in favour of the peculiar tenets of their Churches, 
and working with so much commendable industry im the service of our 
common Christianity ' ? We humbly ask, whether the work in question does 

not address itself to the feelings of Episcopalians, not only with peculiar 
claims, but with arguments more powerful than those which any other pub- 
lication can array? Let us join, then, brethren, in the support and en- 
couragement of one publication which shall be made, in answer to the new 
pert of its name, the fiuthfal expositor of true Church principles, and the 
correct delineator of a true Church-man. We are gratitied to be able to 
say, that much encouraging and exemplary union has already taken place 
unong the Clergy, in reference to the support of our publication. A num- 
ber of Episcopal Clergymen, to the amount of nineteen, trom Virginia, Ma- 

ryland, Philadelphia, and New- York, have agreed together to co-operate, 
by the regular transmission of original manuscripts, with the Clergy of the 
District in furnishing the work with such materials as we contidently hope 
will make it interesting and useful. We have no reason to confine our ex- 
pectations of support to these persons. A work of such a general contri- 
bution will enlist a general interest; and we may without presumption an- 
ticipate that a variety of pens will from time to time be employed for oux 
pages. Were it not for the desire that useful religious information may 
find its way to the most indigent classes of society, and were it not that, by 
cheapness of cost, as well as by other expedients, we are anxious to tempt 
the people to receive what may make them wise unto salvation, we would 
enlarge the size of the publication, that a greater mass and a greater va- 
riety of matter might have room for introduction. Should the encourage- 
ment of the work be extensive, its size may be increased, without the in- 
erease of expense to subscribers; but as yet it must continue in the same 
shape, and at the same cost as formerly. In consequence of the want o: 
proper agents, the distribution of the numbers of the Repertory has been 
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very irregular, and in many places extremely defective. This is a difficulty 
which, by the contemplated new arrangements, we expect as far as possible 
to remedy. 

Whatever surplus receipts may be left, when all the expenses of the 
work are defr ed, will be added to the funds of the Education Society of 
the District of Columbia for the education ef pious young men for the m- 
nistry of the Episcopal Church. We trust such a purpose as this will not 
be considered as the least recommendation of our work to the support of 
Episcopalians. 

In as much, then, as the Theological Repertory has so many arguments 
for its expediency, so many promises that it will be useful, and so much 
assurance that every attention will be given to its publication, may not 
those who have gratuitously and disinterestedly volunteered their labour 
for its m: imagement, expect with confidence that the lovers of the cause of 
Christ, and especially the me mbers of the Episcopal Church who teel a 
hearty interest in her prosperity, will hberally encourage and support their 








undertaking. 


THEOLOGICAL 


ON JUSTIFICATION, 

Psalm exlii. 2.—In thy sight shall no man 
uving be justified. 

The term justify is used in the 
Seriptures in two widely different 
senses. In one, it signifies to clear 
from imputed guilt, by determining, 
after a thorough investigation, the 
person to whom it was imputed, really 
innocent. In another, it signities only 
to treat, from wise or sufficient rea- 
sons, a person really guilty, as fa- 
vourably as though he were innocent. 
in which sense, all believers are jus- 
tified. In consequence of the medi- 
ation and death of Jesus Christ, and 
of their faith and obedience, they are 
tully pardoned, cordially rec eived hy 
the Father, and by him treated as 
tavourably as though they had not 


sinned. The law of the Spirit of 


life in Christ Jesus makes them free 
from the law of sin in death. Being 
justified by faith, they have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

But in the first and more proper 
sense of this term, and in that in 
which it is used in the text, shall no 
man in the sight of God ever be jus- 
tiled. 

God now views, and will for ever 
view things as they really are. From 


DEPARTMENT. 


{the penetration of his eye, no action 
or motive can ever be hid. ‘To him 
all things are naked and open. Ff, 
therefore, there were any really just 
—all of whose motives and actions 
were really justifiable, they, in his 
sight, would most surely be justified. 





But if there is not a just man on 


earth, that liveth and sinneth not; if 


none are really justifiable, how is it 
possible that any man living should 
ever in the sight of God be justitied ? 

That all men are sinners, and con- 
sequenily incapable of justification, 
will appear evident from observation, 
from deductions of reason, and from 
the word of God. 








Let a man lay aside his Bible, and 
at once forget all its traths—let him 


‘observe from the page of history 


why has past, and witness what is still 
passing in the world; and can he per- 
suade himself that this world, with 
all its irregularities and miseries, has 
been for ages, and still is, in that state 
of moral purity in Which it mast have 
at first come from the hand of a holy 
God. Whatever may be his views 
of the Christian religion, yet, if he 
has but the penetration of a heathen 
philosopher, when he contemplates 
the contrariety in senument and prac- 
tice —the dissimnlation and fraud 
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the cruelty and oppression—the 
thefts and robberies—the persecu- 
tions and murders—the wars, and the 
millions that in them have fallen, 
must he not at least think, concern- 
ing the world—How changed! How 
fallen! Once, when first from the 
Creator’s hand, how fair ! 
holitiess and felicity! But now, de- | 
void of all its glory! a scene of sin, 
confusion, and misery ! 

Nor would his conclusion be dif- 
ferent, should he reason from the 
state of the world. Men are moral 
agents. Their actions, therefore, 
must all of them be either worthy or 
unworthy, and must bear relation 
either to reward or to punishment. 
Nor is it to be supposed, since no 
holy action can merit punishment, 
that the Deity can, consistently with 
his own perfections, inflict the least 
degree of punishment on a perfectly 
holy or entirely sinless moral being. 
In heaven, where all are holy, we 
hear of no punishment, no natural 
evils. Nor were the first happy pair 
afflicted with any, till, by the all-de- 
stroying act of transgression, they 
fell and lost the image of their God. 
But now natural evile—which are by 
the most judicious and wise, consi- 
dered strictly penal, the just punish- 
ment of sin—are experienced, in a 
greater or less degree, by every in- 
dividual of our race. And why all 
this, if men be innocent—if they be 
not universally sinful? Has not the 
ever-blessed Jehovah assured us that 
the curse curseless shall not come ? 
And who ever perished, being i,no- 
cent? Or where were the righteous 
cut off? 1s he who is inconceivably 
benevolent, who is love itself, who 
has no pleasure in the death of the sin- 
ner, who does not afflict his people 
willingly, stil] loading his pertectly 
innocent creatures with punishmenis, 
miseries, and death? Who will dare 
affirm it? It cannot be. It is, we 
think, indisputable, that the univer- 


sality of natural evils must prove, to | 
demonstration, either the injustice of ' 


ascene of 


AlLulosT, 


|Jehovah or the un:versal sinfulness 
of man. 

But, whatever may be our opinion 
of the correctness of the above, the 
moment we turn our attention to di- 

vine revelation, all mystery on thrs 
| sabject i is at once removed, and the 
| point fully settled. There we find 
_men universally spoken of and treat- 
ed, not as retaining their primeval 








perfection in holiness, but as sinful 
and fallen. ‘There we are taught that 
natural evils and death were intro- 
| duced by sin. But for this, the earth 
might have still remained a paradise, 
blessed with all the richest fruits and 
fruition of its God. This is the fatal 
flood-gate at which are poured in 
upon us all our woes. Sin entered 
the world, and death by sin. And 
death has passed upon all men, for 
this plain reason—all have sinned. 
The Father hath concluded all under 
sin, that he might have mercy upon 
all. By the offence of one, judgment 
came upon all men, to condemnation. 
Since, then, all are sinful, and their 
sinfulness is perfectly well known to 
Jehovah ; since all are under con- 
demnation, how is it possible that any 
should ever in the sight of God be 
ijustified ? Can he view the same in- 
dividual as sinful, deserving condem- 
nation, and at the same time as capa- 
ble of justification ? 

Pardon is uniformly represented, 
in the Scriptures, as received by the 
saved, and as universally necessary to 
salvation. Without it, none can ever 
arrive to the kingdom of God. But 
were any capable of being justified, 
they would need no pardon. The 
very idea of pardon supposes that 
those who receive it could not be 
justified. If they could, their justi- 
fication would have precluded all ne- 
| cessity for their pardon. It is, there- 
fore, as certain that none can be jus- 
lified in the sight of God, as it is that 
pardon is universally necessary to 
salvation. 

tndee! the supposition that men 
are capable of justification, is opposed 
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to the scheme of redemption, and}| If, then, the doctrine that we have 
to the whole system of divine reve- attempted to illustrate and confirm is 
lation. For, if this were the fret, correct, what use ought we to make 
what could be made of divme revela- i ‘of it?) God has appointed a day io 
tion? What particularly of the ¢ slo- |] which he will judge the secrets of 
rious scheme of redemption / Why | men by Jesus Christ. That day must 
did the Father give up his Son? W hy ‘arrive—the throne be established~ 
the Son undertake the work of re-|) the unnumbered milhons of the earth 
demption ? Why pour out his soul || || tase mbled—the Son of God seated 
in death upon the cross? Surely the |! ud cment commence—the characters 
whole need not a physician. Those |} of all investigated—and their dooms 
who are not in bondage need no re-!!unchangeably fixed. To this tre- 
dempton. The righteous require no|! mendous scene, every day, and hour, 
sacrifice to be offered forthem. Those || and moment, are hurrying us onward 
who are not lost need no one to seek || by irresistible force. And we have 
ind to save them. If, therefore, any |! } alre ady ascertained that to be justi- 
were sinless, perfec tly holy, and « ‘a- |! fied then by our own merits will be 
nable of justification in the sight of|/impossible. For in the sight of God 
God, why did his Son bear in bis own | shall no man living be justified. Un- 
hody the sins of the whole world || de r these circumstanees, what shall 
Why taste death for every man?) be done ? Shall we say that we are 
Says St. Paul, We thus judge, that if!) sinners—that we have ruined our- 
a died for all, then were all dead | se Ives—that we are irrecoverably 
therefore, his reasoning be con- “| ost ? Shall we say that there is no 
on the single fact, that Jesus|/ hope, and give up wholly to despair ? 
Christ died for all men, proves to de- |! Time is no period for despair, And al- 
monstration that all are sinners—that |) though personal justification in its true 
all are lost—that, to every rational || sense is unpossible, pardon and even 
prospect of future blessedness and justification in a qualified sense is not. 
felicity, all are dead—that in the sight!) [i we cleave to the ways of sin, 
of God shall no man living ever “be ‘close our eyes upon the light of the 
justified, Gospel, stop our ears against the 
But have I not already laboured|| merciful voice of God, and harden 
f too much upon a point that you have 1 our hearts against the influence of 
always granted? For who is there | his wrace, we may welldespair. For 
that is justified even in his own sight || although he that believeth hath ever- 
Do not our own hearts condemn us | i lasiing life, yet he that believeth not 
Yet God 1s greater than our hearts, i | shall not see life; but the wrath of 
and knoweth : all things. Where can ' Godgabideth on him. It 1s therefore 
be found the man who is so ignorant bree on our reception and improve- 
of himself, that, after considering the || ment, or rejection and misimprove - 
extensive requisitions of the divine !! ment, ial this glorious system of grace, 
law, and comparing with them his}! that the destination of our eternity is 
thoughts, desires, purposes, motives |/ suspended. If we duly receive and 
and actions, he will even pretend that |) improve it, we shall never come into 
he has committed no aberrations— conde mnation ; but shall have passed 
that he has offended in no point, and) from death unto lie. But for those 
is capable of justification’? Cannot} who reject the sacrifice of Jesus 
all, if they would, conscientiously | Christ, there remaineth no more sae 
i unite in the truly excellent and ex- ic rifice for sin, but a fearful looking- 
pressive confession of the Church, } for of judgment and hery indignation 
and say, ** We have erred and strayed tod devour the adversaries of God. 
from thy ways, like lost sheep,” &c. | ?. 
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From the Christian Observer. 


Remarks on certain prevaihng Theological 


Errors. 

(Continued from vol. iii. p. 357.) 

. But I pass on to the nature and 
Les of the doctrine of spiritual 
regeneration ond conversion to God: 
in the statement of which, the low de- 
scription of divinity on which 4 am 
now venturing to animadvert is, | 
fear, particularly deficient. A more 
widely pernicious error cannot, to 
my mind, be named, than that which 
confounds \- ith the sacrament of bap- 
tism, or seems to confound with it, 
that universal change of the heart 
and dife, without which our Lord de- 
clares a man “‘ cannot enter the king- 
dom of heaven.” | am aware this ts 
stating the case strongly. I shall be 
told, that ifthe term regenerution is 
disused on this subject, the thing is 
retained: and I am ready to admit 
this to a certain extent. But still | 
cannot conceal my apprehension, that 
we are losing ground on this doctrine 
generally among our young diyines ; 
and if we are, most assuredly every 
other truth will decline with it. 
The whole nature and importance of 
true religion, the main distinction be- 
tween spiritual life and spiritual 
death ; all that forms the support and 
nourishment of holiness and love 
to God ; whatever relates to the grace 
and lefinone e of God's Holy Spirit ; 
and the duties ofcommunion with God 
and mortitication of sin; must stand 
or fall with the doctrine of the New- 
birth. No letter evasion can be de- 
sired by the worldly, and vain, and 
self-righteous, than that which mo- 
dern divinity seems disposed to con- 
cede to them on this question. ‘The 
fact, L apprehend, in many cases, is 
that those who use langu: we which 
favours the supposition of the identity 
of baptism and regeneration, have al- 
ready too much conceded the real 
point in debate. The doctrine has 
been accommodated to the emergen- 

2y. Such low and inadequate opinions 
of the ruined state of man. and of 


the necessity of an entire renewal 
in the spirit ‘of his mind, have been 
formed, that it has at length appear- 
ed an easy concession to allow that 
all that is included in the notion of 
the New-birth ts necessarily connect- 
ed with the administration of the ex- 
‘ternal sacrament. I would be far 
from affirming that this is universally 
the case, but so far as my observation 
(has reached, the extent and spiritu- 
ality of the doctrine of regeneration 
‘itself have been imperceptibly less- 
‘ened in proportion as the position 
‘with which I am now contending has 
been maintained. ‘That God is pleas- 
/ed, in some instances, to connect the 
igift of regeneration with the due ad- 
| ministration of baptism, no one can 
doubt; any more than he can ques- 
tion the strict propriety of the lan- 
{guage of our Church on this ground. 
But to imagine that this universal 
change of heart has ac tually taken 
| place in every instance, contrary to 
the testimony of Scripture and of 
fact, does in my mind involve a sen- 
timent not merely erroneous, but one 
which tends to undermine the whole 
superstructure of Christian doctrine. 
Let the young divive examine care- 
fully this important subject; let him 
‘highly esteem, as he ought, the sa- 
‘craments which Christ hath ordained 
‘in his Church ; let the utmost charity 
‘he exercised in his judgment of par- 
I ticular cases ; let him even form his 
‘own opinion, if | must make the con- 
cession, as to the frequent use of the 
;mere term which is so much now the 
| subject of controversy ; but let him 
I stand firm as to the doctrine itself. 
Let hin dread any approaches to the 
popish error on this subject. Let 











'his parishioners the nature and evi- 
dences of that inward * birth of the 
Spirit,”’ 
sleep,” that ‘* resurrection of the 
soul from the death of sin,” that 
‘* translation from the power of dark- 
ness to the kingdom of God’s dear 








Son.’ that ** new creation in Christ 


,| him press upon the consciences of 


that ‘* awakening out of 
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Jesus,’ whichis afandamental branch 


of genuine Christianity, and indis- 
pensably necessary to the life and 
practice of all real religion. We 


never can expect a large eflusion of 


God’s spirit on our ministrations, tll 


a strong and definite view is taken of 


this great truth, and its unspeakable 
importance is clearly apprehended 
and honestly entorced. 

4. The next point which has oc- 
curred to me, as deserving especial 
notice, 


sufficiently the doctriae of justification 


by aR and the yiory of the cross of 


Chr We almost insensib ly fant 
et We admit, in theory, that 
‘“Christcrucitied’’ should be the main 
topic of our ministry, and that the 
various other subjects which it is our 
duty to unfold, shoald be kept im due 
subordination to it. But do we these 
minor and dependent subjects too 
often obscure, in the present day, the |! 
fundamental truth which they ought 
to illustrate and enforce ? Is not the 
salvation of the Cross rather taken tor 
eranted and alluded to, than brought 
forward with that aflection and fre- 

quency which we ourselves allow that 
it deserves’? ‘The doctrine of right- 


cousness through the obedience ot} 


the eternal Son of God, ts not soon 
appreh: snded by our hearers; and 
when it is apprehended, is not soon 
embraced with the heart and expand- 
ed ito all those important topics 
which are involved in the stupendous 
mystery. The pride and self-right- 
ecousness of our hearts are as de- 
plorable as the sensuality and world- 
liness of them. It is only by long 
and patient instruction, combined 
with the illumination of the Holy Spi- 
vit, and the gradual conviction of the 
impossibility of establishing any right- 
eousness of their own, that our hear- 
ers are at length induced to receive 
with simplicity and gratitude the gift 
of righteousness by faith. The no- 
tion that we do not need to be justified 
absolutely by a gracious act of mercy, 
independently of our own works or 


is the de fect ot not exrhrbiten g 
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| deservings, is ever obtruding itself, 
We form a wrong conception of the 
nature of Christianity, as well as of 
our own desperate ruin; and these 
views can only be corrected by re- 
peate «l details of the plan of salvation, 
of the vicanmous suflerings of Jesus 
Christ, and of the mercy of gratuitous 
pastification as the introduction to 
every other part of the Christian 
hte and duty. We can scareely um- 
azine how slow our people are in 
learning this grand lesson. For the 
ditheulty is not merely on the part 
of those who are not yet sufficiently 
contrite, but also on the part of those 
who are. The really broken spirit 
is not soon raised to faith and hope 
in the sacrifice of Christ. It droops 
and sinks into despondency. ‘The 
mercy which before it did not appear 
fully to need, now seems incapable 
of embrac ing and relieving its wretch- 
edness. Only the most scriptural 
‘and simple displays of the grace ot 
Christ, and these repeated and vari- 
,ed in almost every form, can, under 
ithe blessing of the Holy Spirit, lead 
ithe mind by faith to real repese and 
| pe: ce, 
| And, after this point is in some 
measure attained, what its to be the 
jsource of all the instructions which 
;regard the believer's spirit and con- 
‘duct? What is to nourish the prin- 
ciple of the Christian life? What to 
ammate to duty? What to support 
under suffering’? What to rescue 
from the world, the flesh, and the 
‘devil? What to make the command- 
ments of God delizitfal? What te 
be the joy, and strength, and foundas 
uon, and stay of the Christian in his 
whole conduct? Are not the name of 
our adorable Lord, the grace, the 
Spirit, the promises, to be made the 
spring of all these various duties and 
\efforts ? The full exhibition, then, of 
‘this great subject 1s a matter of the 
| very first moment. It is not indeed 
_to be the exclusive topic, bat it is to 
| be the prominent one. It is not to 
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jects which are connected with it in 
the word of God, but it ts to give life 
and efficiency to them all. It ts to 
be ‘“*the leaven which is to leaven 
the whole lump.’ it is to be the 
key-stone which is to hold together 
and preserve the entire fabric. Aud 
this is to be done, not by repeating 
in a tame and ordinary manner the 
name of Christ; nor by indulging tn 
certain current, but not very intell:- 
gible, modes of expression, much 
less by descending to low and really 
exceptionable phrases ; but by en- 
deavouring to inculcate high concep- 
tions of the Saviour, ardent love to 
his name, simple faith in his sacri- 
fice, sacred impressions of his pre- 
sence, comprehensive views of the 
testimony of the Scripture with re- 
gard to him, and inextinguishable de- 
sires after his blessings. 1! need not | 
say, that the world will not readily 
endure this full and adequate display 
of the truth of Christ Jesus: noris it) 
necessary for me to point out the ob- 
vious temptation to which in these 
days we are exposed, of concealing or 
limiting some branches of this offen- 
sive but astonishing theme. ft will 
only observe, that in proportion to 
our wise and scriptural discharge of 
this first duty of our ministry, wil! 
be the measure of that blessing of 
the Holy Spirit on which alone the 
success of our efforts depends. 

5. The doctrine which relates to 
the person and influences of the Holy 
Spirit is allied with the preceding, 
and is one in which we are equally in 
danger of failing. There is no truth 
of Revelation which is more exposed 
than this, to the impiety of a proud 
philosophical scepticism, All clan 
to the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, 
however sober and scriptural, is at 
once consigned to unmeasured con- 
tempt. The consequence is, that 


many amiable persons, especially if 
they are young and inexperienced in 
the ministry, are too naturally led to 
keep back in some degree the full 
declarations of the sacred Scriptures 





ithese blessings ? 
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on this subject. Thus they “grieve 
the Holy Spirit of God.”’ Instead ot 
largely and expressly insisting on 
lis personality, Deity, and grace, 
many rest contented with low 
aud disproportionate | statements.— 
ven where the doctrine of the vica 
rious sacrifice of Jesus Christ is in a 
sreat measure developed, there arc 
many cases where the truths which 
relate to the influences of the blessed 
Spirit have by no means their due 
place. And yet is not the Holy 
Ghost the author and giver of life ‘ 
Is he not the source and spring ot! 
every thing spiritually good?) Can 
there be one good thought, one holy 
desire, one right action, without him ” 


‘ 
too 


the sinner? Who convinces man or 
his lost estate as a transgressor ”? 
Who leads him to true repentance ? 
Who separates him trom the world ? 
Who gives him the grace of faith ? 
Who reveals to him the glory and 
mercy of Christ Jesus, leads him to 
his cross, and gives him the peace 
which flows from justification and ac- 
ceptance through his blood? Who 
maintains and carries on the divine 
life which he first bestowed? Who 
imparts holiness and strength, vic- 
tory over the world, love to God, and 
sincerity in our dedication of our- 
selves to his service? Is not the 
Eternal Spirit the sole author of all 
Does not the pro. 
mise of his grace stand in nearly the 
same relation to us which the pro 

mise of the Messiah did to the fathers” 
ls not the New Testament * the dis- 
pensation of the Spirit?’ Are not all 
our instructions an inert mass, to use 
the expression of a great divine, ex- 
cept as they are quickened into life 
by the Holy Ghost? Can a single 
benefit flow from our ministry, either 
as to the conversion of the ungodly or 
the edification of sincere Christians, 
without his present agency? How 
highly, then, should we honour him 
in all our exertions ? Let the world, 
who know him not, esteem our zeal 
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to be folly; let them charge us with| 
vaintellmable or enthusiastic Dichts 
of devotion; let them endeavour to 
confound our seripiural and temper- 
ate declarations with the mischievous 
reveries of the impostor; let them 
misinterpret and musrepresent, as 
they have ever done, a doctrine 
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nify his influences. We must ex- 
pect his presence. We must our- 
selves depend, and direct our hearers 
to depend upon his inspiration, We 
must give Him the praise of all the 
good which he is pleased to produce. 
There-are few points where we need 
more caution than on this, The 





which they do not love and cannot 
appreciate: it is enough for us te 
know, that ‘the wisdom of the world 
is foolishness with God,” 
not be content with occasional refer- 
ences merely ; we mast take care 
that such a doctrine do not he hid in 
obscurity through our fault. We 
must guard, indeed, against rash and 
unwarranted positions on this as well 
as on any other subject: we must 
carefully trace out the trath into its 
proper truits and evidences, but we 
must never hesitate to speak openly 
aid fully on the person and opera- 


We must! 


doctrine slides insensibly from our 
recollection. We pray, we preach, 
we visit, we labour—tttle effect fol- 
‘lows: we are surprised ; but surely 
‘our astonishment would cease if we 
called to mind our neglect of that 
blessed Spirit of lite, from whom 
alone all real efficiency proceeds, If 
'we truly desire a revival amongst 
our parishioners, we must look for 
it by returning to the old scriptural 
‘truths of the Holy Ghost, by honour- 
Jing his operations, and imploring 
more fervently and simply his mercy 
and power, 














tions of the Spirit. We must mag- 
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VINDICATION OF THR CINURCH. 
4 Reply to the Review of Dr. Wyatt's 


Sermon and Mr. Sparks’ Letiers on 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, 

which originally appeared in the 
Christian Disciple at Boston, and 
subsequently in a separate form at 
Paltimore, in which it ts attempted | 
to vindicate the Church from the 


charges of that Review. By a 
Protestant Eptscopalian, Boston. 


(Willtams.) 1821. pp. 168. 


One of the characteristics of the 
Episcopal Church ts moderation in 
her councils, and a calm determina- 
tron in all her proceedings ; and it is 
the glory of her sons to preserve 
uninjured this principle of her ac- 
tion. From the first moment of her 
existence in this country to the pre- 
sent period, she has been constantly 
assailed, and that too, sometimes, 


with most unbecoming weapons, by 
opponents of various characters and 


(To be continued.) 
IEW. 


the charitable and patient manner in 
which she has received these un- 
warrantable attacks, that she has 
gained so much ground, that her h- 
mits are now so extensive, and the 
number of her members so much en- 
larged, and that what was at first but 
a grain of mustard seed, 1s now be- 
come a wide-spreading tree. Though 
the members of our Church have 
been frequently engaged in disagree- 
able controversies, we pronounce 
with certainty that they have sel- 
dom, if ever, commenced an attack 
upon those who differed from them ; 
and we say, with equal conviction of 
our correctness, that they have 
never been engaged in a controversy 
with the enemies of their principles, 
but the result has been for the ad- 
vantage of the Church. 

We are willing to respect the feel- 
ings and principles of those who dif- 
fer from us in religious belief; and 
we shall always censure any member 
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attacks them ; but we cannot but re- 
joice, when we see ourselves as- 
sailed without provocation, and in 
a manner which the rules of polite 
intercourse, not to say of Christian 
charity, will by no means counten- 
ance—we cannot but rejoice, that 
there are found among our ranks 
those who are able and disposed 
promptly to repel the invasion, and 
that, too, ina manner and with a spirit 
that reflects a severe reproof upon 
the feelings which are exhibited by 
their antagonists. We do not delight 
to linger in the fields of controversy, 
but we cannot conceal that we recur 
with pleasure to the disputations in 
which our Church has been engaged, 
because every attack upon her 
borders has met with a prompt re- 
pulse, and because, to an unpreju- 
diced mind, every one has resulted 
so much in favour of the various 
doctrines she defends. The “ for- 
midable assault’? of Dr. Mayhew 
was sufficiently met by the venera- 
ble and learned Archbishop Seck- 
er and by Dr. Apthorp; and in suc- 
ceeding controversies, Bowden, Ho- 
bart and others, have been triumphant 
combatants. After having endured 
without injury such assaults as she 
has experienced, we should feel no 
fears for the success of any attacks 
that could be made upon the doctrines 
or constitation of our Church by 
Mr. Sparks or his Reviewer. But 
though we have no anxiety for the 
fate of our Church in their hands, 
we are satisfied to see their misrepre- 
sentations so unanswerably refuted, 
and their ignorance so clearly point- 
ed out, as itis by the work before us. 
‘The most hasty perusal of the let- 
ters of Mr. Sparks, or of the Review 


in the Christian Disciple, would} 


clearly show that neither gentleman 
was at home when canv: assing the 
claims of the Episcopal Church ; and 
we are fully convinced that the work 
before us, though less of a book than 
Mr. 8. thought proper to give the 
world, is a sufficient reply, on the}! 
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jeer of the Church, to the calurh- 
nies which have been thrown upon 
her in this controversy ; and, as it 
regards its temper and spirit, is an 
honour to the character of its writer 
and to the communion of which he is 
amember. The author commences 
with correcting some misstatements 
or misapprehensions of the Review 
er of Mr. Sparks’ Letters, with re- 
gard to the present prosperity and 
influence of the Episcopal Church 
in this country, and the grounds upon 
which that Church considers her- 
self established, and then goes on to 
examine and confute at large the ar- 
guments produced to destroy her 
clams. It is a singular instance, 
either of ignorance or forgetfulness 
on the part of this Reviewer, that 
he asserts Dr. Wyatt to be the author 
of an opinion that the power of or- 
dination belongs solely to the Episco- 
pal order. We are much mistaken 
in our ideas of the views of the bes! 
informed Clergy of the Episcopal 
Church, both in this country and ir 
England, if they do not acknowledge 
the justice of such an opinion, and 
we know not how to interpret lan- 
guage, if such an opinion be not 
pointedly declared in all the works 
upon the subject, recommended for 
the instruction of those designed fov 
orders. Bishop Taylor, whose Ser- 
mons were published but a few years 
since, in the birth place of this Re- 
viewer, speaks most decidedly upon 
this subject, and hesitates not to call 
the rejection of the doctrine of the 
divine right of Episcopal authority, 
‘‘ the unlearned crime,” and the 
objections to the doctrine, ** a bush 
of thorns ;” and yet we know no 
writer in the Church whose views are 
more moderate and concihating than 
his. ‘The ground upon ‘which oul 
author maintains the divine institu 
vee of Episcopacy is very satisfacto 

‘<A thing may be said to be 0: 
divine institution, when it is delivered 
| by men divinely inspired, as are al! 
those precepts and ordinances de - 
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livered by the Apostles and Pro- 
phets by divine inspiration. Every 
thing of this kind must be deemed 
to be of divine institution, because 
God by his Holy Spirit has com- 
manded it.”” In this sense, he con- 
siders Episcopacy to be of divine 
institution, and satisfactorily estab- 
lishes his position from the Serip- 
tures and ee the writings of the 
Fathers. From the Scriptures he 
proves that there were in the time of 
ihe Apostles three distinct orders of 
ministers, performing different offices 
and possessing diflerent rank and 
honour in the Church ; and from the 
writings of succeeding ages of the 
Church, it is fully demonstrated 
that these three oflices have continu- 
ed as part of her organization, and 
that in the highest or Episcopal or- 
der there has been an unbroken suc- 
cession from the Apostolical age. 
He quotes several of the most re- 
epectable advocates for ministerial 
parity as conceding, that in the time 
of Ignatius, who was consecrated 
Bishop of Antioch by the imposi- 
tion of the Apostles’ hands, the 
Church was universally governed by 
Bishops. Upon this point, it would 


seem the argument was enough. If} 


in the time of the Apostles it is 
proved that men exercised Episco- 
pal powers. and that in every suc- 
ceeding age the same authority was 
maintained with a professed deriva- 
tion from the Apostles, we need no 
more; What the Apostles clearly 
maintained, we fear not to support. 
Our author concludes his argument 
on this point in the following man- 
uer: “ But even were we to ad- 
mit that the Apostles established 
Congregationalism or Presbyterian- 
ism, still it is allowed on all sides 

that a different state of things existed 
at the time of which we are writing ; 
how or when, or by whom, was this 
change effected? It must have been 
known for a long time afterward; 
there must have been some record 
of the fact, for we find events of 
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much less importance amply attested; 
we should bave heard of it at least 
by allusion ; but the silence of those 
who slumber in the grave is not 
more perfect than is that of all anti- 
quity on this point; no syllable can 
be produced to attest it; all the evi- 
dence we possess of the early history 
of the Church is against it; those 
who have attempted to establish u 
have generally disagreed as to the 
period ; and yet, in the face of all 
this, there are men who can attest 
that Episcopacy was an usurpation ! 
** When,” says Chillingworth—that 
Chillingworth whom the Reviewer 
represents with others as merely ac- 
quiescing in Episcopacy—* when } 
shall see all the democracies and aris- 
tocracies in the world he down to 
sleep, and awake into monarchies, 
then will | begin to believe that Pres- 
byterian government, (and we sup- 
| pose we may be permitted to say, or 
‘Congregational, ) having continued in 
the Church from the Apostles’ times, 
‘should presently after, against the 
Apostles’ doctrine and the will of 
Christ, be whirled about, like a scene 
in a masque, and be transformed into 
_Episcopacy.’’—p. 27. 

Our author next defends the Church 
of England from the slanderous im- 
/putation, on the validity of her or- 
‘ders, which the reviewer had reit- 
‘erated from others, and shows that 
there is no possible reason for doubt- 
‘ing the validity of the consecration 
,of Archbishop Parker, and therefore 
‘no ground for hesitation with regard 
ito the integrity of the Episcopal suc- 
cession. From this pot, he turns 
to some remarks of the reviewer 
upon the probable rise and progress 
of ecclesiastical government. Upon 
this subject, we cannot forbear to 
quote his words :—** It is a notorious 
fact, that the opposers of Episcopacy 
have not been able to agree as tothe 
tume in which it was imposed on the 
Church. They are not only at va- 
riance with each other in regard to 
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as they have been proved to be by 
our author, we apprehend nothing 
from their effects. 


izes. is meant the cite of confirma- 


tion. We do not intend here to bring | 


forward the arguments which contra- 
yene this unfounded assertion ; they 
have been, in various forms and at 
various times presented to the world, 
and our author has done enough for 
‘heir support against the present at- 
tack. The instances of false doc- 
irine, which our Liturgy ts said to 
contain, are, the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, transubstantiation, that hi eptism 
1s @ saving ordinance, and that B:- 
shops are able to communicate the Holy 
Ghost, and confer the power of for- 
riVing sins. With regard to the first 
instance of false doctrine, it would 
have been at least a mark of modesty | 
on the part of this reviewer, not to | 
have denounced as falsehood what 
the Scriptures inculcate, and what 
has ever been maintained by the 
Church of Christ. For the second, 
he well knew that upon no point did 
the Reformers more firmly insist 
than upon the denial of the real pre- | 
sence in the sacrament, and that this 
same Book of Common Prayer has 
been violently opposed by Papists 
upon the very ground of this denial. 
Of the other two, it would be but 
trifling to speak; and we can only 
express our joy that the researches 
of an enemy could find nothing in- | 
correct in our form of prayer but 
the points he has here stated ; and 
even these, we apprehend, he must 
have discovered since he has for- 
vaken the good habit of attending the 
service of the Episcopal Church, to 
which we believe he was long ac- 
customed. 

Our readers will easily see how 
sorely a writer must be pressed for 
matter, who could call the trifling 
objections he has here made to our 
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1 Liturgy so confessedly free from 
Faults . We feel very desirous to 
present to our readers more spect 
mens of the book under considera- 
iion, but we have only room to re- 
cur to one more point, and that is @ 
vindication of the Church of Eng- 
cast 
upon them by this Reviewer, and by 
dissenters generally, tor them unmer- 
ciful conduct towards the Puritang. 
We wish the correctness of this 
charge might be thoroughly attested, 
and the conduct of the Church com- 
pared with that of the Puritans im 
power. We will state a few facets: 
he largest calculation of the num- 
ber of ministers ejected for non- 
conformity to the Church of England 
will not exceed a thousand ; and there 
were more than ten thousand clergy- 
men of the established Church turned 
upon the world for refusing to accede 
to the solemn league and covenant. 
Among the Clergymen of the Church 
of England, who were persecuted by 
the Puritans, we may mention some 
of the most pious and learned men 





| declare, 


r - 
Neal, 





Liturgy ‘‘ grave charges against the 
Episcopal Book of Prayer, "and will | 





not censure us for highly venerati ne | 





that ever honoured the Church, such 


as Archbishop Usher, Bishop Hall, 


and Bishop Taylor. The decree of 
the Puritans of 1664 was for “ eject- 
ing scandalous, ignorant, and insuffi- 
cient ministers,’ &c. These were 


‘certainly gross characters for any 


clergymen to sustain. But let us see 
what constituted them all this : Why, 
** such ministers shall be accounted 


iscandalous as have frequently read or 


used the Common Prayer Book in 
public, since the first of January last, 
or shall at any time hereafter do the 
same ; such as have declared, or shall 
by writing, preaching, or 
otherwise publishing, their disaffec- 


tion to the present government,” &c. 
iv. 154. ‘These were the faults 


tliat procured for faithful ministers of 
Christ the epithet of scandalous ; this 
was the moderation of the Puritans ; 
for this, Clergymen were cast out, 
allowed 
was ‘from the 7th 


and the ‘* reasonable time’’ 
for their removal. 
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ly so with regard to the causes which 
they say produced its imposition. 
Some of them impute it to the cor- 
ruption of the clergy ; aye, even in 
times when, to be eminent in the cause 
of Christianity, was to sit one’s self} 
up as a mark for the shafts of power ; 
when the putting on the mitre was 
soon followed by the stripping off 
the garments at the stake—in times, 
when even the heathen enemies of} 
Christianity speak of uncommon pu- 
rity of life and principle, as the uni- 
versal characteristic of its followers. 
Others of them ascribe it to the vir- 
tue and piety of the Church. [t must |! 
then be a form of government good 
in itself, and they should blush at 
their opposition.” In making some 
round assertions, with regard to the 
period when the divine right was first 
maintained in England, the reviewer 
makes some sad mistakes, 
which our author corrects. He as- 
serts that it was first supported by 
Archbishop Bancroft in 1588, and 
then he quotes a Mr. Henderson as 
saying, in 1646, that it * was not 
pleaded till of late by some few.” | 
This Henderson, he declares, was ad- |, 
dressing Charles I. in the name of}: 
the clergy of Britain; when, from}, 
Neal, it appears that Mr. Henderson 
was a Scotch preacher, and com- 
muned with the King in the name of 
the Scotch army, and had no con- 
nexion whatever with the clergy of 
Britain. We hesitate not to call this 
an intentional misrepresentation, for 
the reviewer most evidently had Neal 
open before him while writing it. 
The assertions which Mr. Sparks had 
made, and the reviewer repeats alter 
him, that the power of the English 
priesthood is derived from the civil 
authority of the kingdom, our author 
sufficiently refutes. Such assertions 
as these have been made, and have 
been shown to be unfounded, so fre- 
quently that they are now but of little 
weight, and can be used but to serve 
the purpose of opporients who can 
find no other objections against the 
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Church. A considerable portion oi 
our author's work is taken up in vin- 
dicating the Book of Common Prayer 
from some charges made by the re- 
viewer of Mr. Sparks : and this point 
|he handles ina very respectable man- 
ner. With regard to the expediency 
‘of a form of common supplication 
there must necessarily be always a 
(great difference of opinion; but it 
can never with reason be expected ot 
jmembers of the Episcopal Church, 
ithat they should sacrifice their pre- 
,dilections for a form of prayer, and 
particularly for such a form as theirs. 
to satisfy the scruples of the oppo- 
sers of the Church. We are per 
fectly willing that others should pray 
| extempore unmolested ; ; and we only 
claim the same privilege. And while 
‘we assail not the extemporaneous 
‘habits of those who differ from us. 
let not our Liturgy be placed as an 
object of assault. The objections 
made to our form of prayers by this 
reviewer, which he calls “ grave 
charges,” are really so trifling and 
‘evidently vain, that, they would hardly 
require notice ; our author, however. 
in his usual full and satisfactory man 
‘ner, has answered them all. For the 
‘amusement of our readers, we will 
/mention these “ grave charges,” upon 
which so much stress is laid. They 
are, that our Liturgy is ‘‘ a perpetual 
form; that it is ‘* substantially one 
form;” that “ it is faulty in its general 
plan” —* the arrangement ts not hap- 
py;°’ that it is ** too formal to cherish 
the spirit of devotion, and too pompous 
to be fit for religious homage ;” that 
‘© tt authorizes a rite not christian ;”’ 
that ‘it involves false doctrine ;”* that 
‘it contains tmproprieties of lan- 


guage.” These are the ‘ grave 
charges,’ upon the strength of which 


our Liturgy is to be overthrown; our 
readers may themselves judge of their 
consequence. The fifth and sixth 


charges are the only ones which are 
not evidently trifling; they are in- 
deed important charges, were they 
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in the least correct: 
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as they have been proved to be by 
our author, we apprehend nothing 
from their effects. By the unchris- 
tian rite which our Liturgy author- 
izes, is meant the rite of confirma- 
tion. We do not intend here to bring 


forward the arguments which contra- | 
lond from the severe censure cast 


vene this unfounded assertion ; they 
have been, in various forms and at 
various times presented to the world, 
am! our author has done enough for 
‘heir support against the present at- 
tack. The instances of false doc- 
rine, which our Liturgy ts said to 
contain, are, the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, transubstantiation, that haptism 
ts @ $avI ne ordinance, and th: it Bi. 
sh ops are able to communicate the Holy 
Ghost, and confer the power of for- 
ceiving sins. With regard to the first 
inatance of false doctrine, it would 
have been at least a mark of modesty 
on the part ef this reviewer, not to 
have denounced as falsehood what 
the Scriptures inculcate, and what 
has ever been maintained by the 
Church of Christ. For the second, 
he well knew that upon no point did 
the Reformers more firmly insist 
than upon the denial of the real pre- 
sence in the sacrament, and that this 
same Book of Common Prayer has 
been violently opposed by Papists 
upon the very ground of this denial. 
Of the other two, it would be but 
trifling to speak; and we can only 
express our joy that the researches 
of an enemy could find nothing in- 
correct in our form of prayer but 
the points he has here stated ; and 
even these, we apprehend, he must 
have discovered since he has for- 
vaken the good habit of attending the 


service of the Episcopal Church, to | 


which we believe he was long ac- 
customed. 

Our readers will easily see how 
sorely a writer must be pressed for 
matter, who could call the trifling 
objections he has here made to our 
Liturgy ‘‘ grave charges against the 
Episcopal Book of Pray er,’ 


> and will 
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a Liturgy so confessedly free from 
fautts, We feel very desirous to 
present to our readers more spect- 
mens of the book under considera- 
iion, but we have only room to re- 
cur to one more point, and that is @ 
vindication of the Church of Eag- 


upon them by this Reviewer, and by 
dissenters generally, tor their unmer- 
ciful conduct towards the Puritans. 
We wish the correctness of this 
charge might be thoroughly attested, 

and the conduct of the Church com- 
pared with that of the Puritans im 
power. We will state a few facts: 
Che largest calculation of the num- 
ber of ministers ejected for non- 
conformity to the Church of England 
will not exceed a thousand ; and there 
were more than ten thousand clergy- 
men of the established Church turned 
upon the world for refusing to accede 
to the solemn league and covenant. 

Among the C lergymen of the Church 
of England, who were persecuted by 
the Puritans, we may mention some 
of the most pious and learned men 
that ever honoured the Church, such 
as Archbishop Usher, Bishop Hall, 
and Bishop Taylor. The decree of 
the Puritans of 1664 was for “ eject- 
ing scandalous, ignorant, and insuffi- 
cient ministers,’ &c. These were 
gross characters for any 
clergymen to sustain. But let us see 
what constituted them all this ; Why, 
‘* such ministers shall be accounted 
scandalous as have frequently read or 
used the Common Prayer. Book in 
public, since the first of January last, 
or shall at any time hereafter do the 
same ; such as have declared, or shall 
declare, by writing, preaching, or 
otherwise publishing, their disaffec- 
tion to the present government,” &c. 
‘These were the faults 
that procured for faithful ministers of 
Christ the epithet of scandalous; this 
was the moderation of the Puritans ; 
for this, Clergymen were cast out, 
and the ‘* reasonable time’’ allowed 
for their removal, was-from the 7th 
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to the 25th of December. And, after 
all this, the Church is represented as 
the only tyrannical, and the Puritans 
the only suffering party. We will 
make one more quotation from our 
author, and we have done :— 

* In our descent from, and com- 
munion with, the English Church, 
we have reason to be proud. She 
was the bulwark of the Reformation. 
To her early labours were even the 
Puritans indebted for the first dawn 
upon them of Christian liberty. Her 
Homilies, the preaching of her mi- 
nisters, and the use of her Liturgy, 
gave them the first knowledge they 

sessed of the Gospel of truth. 

he first use which they made of the 
light she had shed upon, and the li- 
berty she had wrought for them, was 
to turn upon her, and seek to drive 
her from her altars. Cranmer, and 
Latimer, and Ridley, and Hooper, 
with all those noble spirits who had 
given their lives for the establishment 
of Christian truth, had they lived to 
the days of the Puritans, would have 
found Gardiners and Bonners in the 
other extreme of error, who would 
readily have stript them of their dig- 
nities, and have deprived them even 
in their closets of that Liturgy which 
some of them had aided in preparing. 
It was no half-way measure which 
these men sought; mere toleration 
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was to their conception no better 
than non-existence. They were to 
be the dominant Church ; they were 
to possess the livings in the country. 
Episcopacy was to be ‘ entirely ex- 
tirpated.” When at length the Church 
was overthrown, what special form 
was to appear in its stead? Behold 
among the Puritans sixty different 
sects rise up; all of them claiming to 
found their principles on the Scrip- 
tures, and all of them setting up ex- 
clusive claims to correctness: the 
Church of Christ became but another 
name for gross fanaticism and inter- 
minable confusion—religion wholly 
obscured, if not overwhelmed—the 
universities disgorged of their baneful 
learning—and England herself sitting 
down by Babel of old, to learn wis- 
dom in melancholy experience.” p. 
1535. 

The manner in which our author 
treats the subject he has undertaken 





must be highly satisfactory to all the 
friends of the Church; and we be- 
lieve the extracts we have made from 
his work will assist our cordial re- 
commendation to our readers care- 
fully to peruse the whole perform- 
ance. We shall feel well rewarded, 
if we shall have been the means of 
bringing into more general notice the 
merits of the work before us. 
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MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT. 


MOSS SIDE. 
{By the Author of the “ Elder’s Death-Bed,” 


&c.] 

Gilbert Ainshe was a poor man: and 
he had been a poor man all the days 
of his life, which were not few, for 
his thin hair was now waxing grey. 
He had been born and bred on the 
small moorland farm which he now 
occupied ; and he hoped to die there, 
as his father and grandfather had done 
before him, leaving a family just 
above the more bitter wants of this 
world. Labour, hard and unremitting, 
had been his lot in life ; but, although 


‘sometimes severely tried, he had ne- 
ver repined; and, through all the 
mist and gloom, and even the storms 
that had assailed him, he had lived on 
from year to year, in that calm and 
resigned contentment, which uncon- 
sciously cheers the hearthstone of the 
blameless poor. With his own hand 
he had ploughed, sowed and reaped 
his own scanty harvest, assisted, as 
they grew up, by three sons, who, 
even in boyhood, were happy to work 
along with their father in the fields. 
Out of doors, or in, Gilbert Ainslie 








was never idle. The spade, the 
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shears, the ploughshaft,the sickle, and 
the flail, all came readily to hands 
that grasped them well; and not a 
morsel of food was eaten under his 
roof, or a garment worn there, that 
was not honestly, severely, nobly 
earned. Gilbert Ainslie was a slave, 
but it was for them he loved with a 
sober and deep affection. ‘The thral- 
dom under which he lived, God had 
imposed, and it only served to give 
his character a shade of silent gravity, 
but not austere; to make his smiles 
fewer, but more heart-felt ; to calm 
his soul at grace before and after 
meals; and to kindle it in morning 
and evening prayer. 

There is no need to tell the charac- 
ter of the wife of sucha man. Meek 
and thoughtful, yet gladsome and gay 
withal, her heaven was in her house ; 
and her gentler and weaker hands 
helped to bar the door against want. 
Of ten children that had been born 
to them, they had lost three ; and as 
they had fed, clothed and educated 
them respectably, so did they give 
them who died a respectable funeral. 
The living did not grudge to give up 
for a while some of their daily com- 
forts, for the sake of the dead ; and 
bought with the little sums which 
their industry had saved, decent 
mournings, worn on Sabbath, and 
then carefully laid by. Ofthe seven 
that survived, two sons were farm 
servants in the neighbourhood, while 
three daughters and two sons remain- 
ed at home, growing or grown up, a 
small, happy, hard-working house- 
hold. 

In this cottage, Gilbert’s youngest 
child, about nine years of age, had 
been lying for a week in a fever. 
It was now Saturday evening, and the 
9th day of the disease. Was she to 
live or die ? It seemed as ifa very few 
hours were between the innocent 
creature and heaven. All the symp- 
toms were those ofapproaching death. 
The parents knew well the change 
that comes over the human face, 
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prime, just before the departure of 
the spirit; and as they stood together 
by Margaret's bed, it seemed to them 
that the fatal shadow had fallen upon 
her features. The surgeon of the 
parish lived some miles distant, but 
they expected him now every mo- 
ment, and many a wishful look was 
directed by tearful eyes along the 
moor. The daughter, who was out to 
service, came anxiously home on this 
night, the only one that could be al- 
lowed her; for the poor must work in 
their grief, and servants must do their 
duty to those whose bread they eat, 
and even when nature is sick—sick 
at heart. Another of the daughters 
came in from the potato field beyond 
the brae, with what was to be their 
frugal supper. The calm, noiseless 
spirit of life was in and around the 
house, while death seemed dealing 
with one, who, a few days ago, was 
like light upon the floor, and the 
sound of music, that always breathed 
up when most wanted; glad and joy- 
ous with common talk—sweet, silvery 
and mournful, when it joined in hymns 
and psalms. One after another, they 
all continued going up to the bed-side, 
and then coming away sobbing or $i- 
lent, to see their merry little sister, 
who used to keep dancing all day like 
a butterfly in a meadow-field, or like 
a butterfly with shut wings on a flow- 
er, trifling for a while inthe silence of 
her joy, now tossing restlessly on her 
bed, and scarcely sensible to the 
words of endearment whispered a- 
round her, or the kisses dropt with 
tears, in spite of themselves, on her 
burning forehead. 

Utter poverty often kills the affec- 
tions, but a deep, constant and com- 
mon feeling of this world’s hardships, 
and an equal participation in all those 
struggles by which they may be soft- 
ened, unite husband and wife, parents 
and children, brothers and sisters, in 
thoughtful and subdued tenderness, 
making them happy indeed while the 
circle round the fire is unbroken, and 


whether it be in infancy, -youth, er! yet preparing them every dav to hear 
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the separation, when some one or 
other is taken slowly or suddenly a- 
way. The souls are not moved by 
fits and starts, although, indeed, wa- 
ture sometimes wrestles with necess- 


ity; and there is a wise moderation, | 
both in the joy and grief of the intelli- | 


gent poor, which keeps lasting trouble 
away from their earthly lot, and pre- 
pares them silently aud unconsciously 
for heaven. 

* Do you think the child is dy- 
ing ?”’ said Gilbert with a calm voice 
to the surgeon, who, on his wearied 
horse, had just arrived from another 
sick-bed, over the misty range of hills, 
and had been looking steadfastly for 
some minutes on the litile patient. 
The humane man knew the family 
well, in the midst of whom he was 
standing, and replied, ** While there 
is life there is hope; but my preity |) 
little Margaret is, | fear, in. the last 
extremity.’’ There was no loud la- 
mentation at these words—all had be- 
fore known, tho’ they would not con- 
fess it to themselves, what they now 
were told—and though the certainty 
that was in the words ofthe skilful 
man made their hearts beat for a lit- 
tle time with sicker throbbings, mide 
their pale faces paler, and brought 


out from some eyes a greater gush of 


tears, yet death had been before in 
this house, and in this case he came as 
he always does, in awe but not in ter- 
ror. There were wandering and 
wavering, and dreamy delirious phan- | 
tasies in the brain of the imnocent 
child; but the few words she indis- 
tinctly uttered were affecting, not 
rending to the heart, for it was plain 
that she thought herself herding her 
sheep in the green silent pastures, 
and sitting wrapped in her plaid up- 
on the lown and sunny side of the 
Birk knowe. She was too much ex- 
hausted—tiere was too little life—too 
little breath in her heart to frame a 
tune; but some of her words seemed 
to be from favourite old songs; and 
at last her mother wept, and turned 
aside her face, when the child, whose 
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i blue eyes were shut, and her lips al- 


‘the beautiful twenty-third psalm : 


| The Lord's my shepherd, Pll not want, 
He makes me down to lie 
| In pastures green; he leadeth me 

The quiet waters by, 

The child was now left with none 
but her mother by the bed-side, for 
it was said to be best sa; and Gilbert 
and his family sat down round. the 
‘kitchen, for a while in silence. In 
about a quarter of an hour, they be- 
gan to rise calmly, and to go each to 
his allotted work. One of the di tugh- 
ters went forth with the pail to milk 
the cow, and another began to set out 
the table in the middle of the floor for 
‘supper, covering it with a white 
‘cloth. Gilbert viewed the usual 
‘household arrangements with a so- 
‘lemn and untroubled eye ; and there 
was almost the faint light of a grate- 
‘ful smile on his che ek, as he said to 
‘the worthy surgeon, ** You will par- 
‘take of our fare after your day’s tra- 
| vel of toil and humanity.’’ In a short 
‘silent half hour, the potatoes and oat 
cakes, butter and milk, were on the 
board ; and Gilbert, lifting up his toil- 
‘hardened, but manly hand, with a 
slow motion, at which the room was 
‘as hushed as if it had been empty, 
‘closed his eyes im reverence, and 
‘asked a blessing. There was a little 
'stool, on which no one sat, by the old 
| man’s side. it had been put there un- 
| wittingly, when the other seats were 
‘all placed in their usual order ; but 
| the golden head that was wont we rise 
vat that part of the table was now want- 
ling. ‘l’here was silence—not a word 
was said—their meal was before them 
—God had been thanked, and they 
began to eat. 

While they were at their silent 
meal, a horseman came galloping to 
the door, and, with a loud voice, call- 
ed out that he had been sent express 
with a letter to Gilbert Ainslie; at 
the same time rudely, and with aa 
oath, demanding a dram for his trou- 








ble. The eldest son, a lad of eigh- 


'most still, breathed out these lines of 
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teen, fiercely seized the bridle of his 
horse, and turned its head away from 
the door. The rider, somewhat 
alarmed at the flushed face of the 
powerful steipling, threw down the 
letter and rode off. Gilbert took the 
letter from his son’s hand, casting, at 
the same time, a half-upbraiding look 
on his tace, that was returning to its 
furmercolour. ‘I feared,” said the 
youth, witha tear in his eye, * 1 
feared that the brute’s voice, and the 
ivampling of the horse’s feet, would 
have disturbed her.”’ Gilbert held the 
letter hesitatingly in his hand, as if 
afraid at that moment to read it; at 
length he said aloud to the surgeon, 
** You know that | ama poor man, 
and debt, if justly incurred, and punct- 
ually paid when due, is no disho- 
nour.’’ Both his hand and his voice 
shook slightly as he spoke: but he 
opened the letter from the lawyer, 
and read itin silence. At this mo- 
ment his wife came from her child’s 
bed-side, and, looking anxiously at her 
husband, told him*‘* not to mind the 
money, that no man who knew him 
would arrest his goods, or put him in- 
to prison. Though, dear me, it 1s 
cruel to be put to it thus, when our 
bairn is dying, and when, if it so be 
the Lord’s will, she should have a de- 
cent burial, poor innocent, like them 
that went before her.”? Gilbert con- 
tinued reading the letter, with a face 
on which no emotion could be disco- 
vered; and thea, folding it up, he gave 
it to his wife, told hershe might read 
it if she chose, and then put it into his 
desk in the room, beside the poor dear 
bairn. She took it from him, with- 
out reading it, and crushed it into her 
bosom; for she turned her ear to- 
wards her child, and thinking she 
heard it stir, ran out hastily to its 
bed-side. 

Another hour of trial past, and the 
child was still swimming for its life. 
The very dogs knew there was grief 
in the house, and lay without stirring, 
as if hiding themselves, below the 
tong table at the window. One gister 
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jsat with an unilinished gown oa her 
‘knees, that she had been sewing for 
the dear child, and still continued at 
the hopeless work, she scarcely knew 
why ; and ofien patting up her hand 
to wipe away atear, ‘* What is that?” 
said the old man to his eldest daugh- 
ter—*: What is that you are laying on 
the shelf?’ She could scarcely re 
ply that it was a riband and an ivory 
comb that she had bought for little 
Margaret against the night of the 
dancing school ball. And, at these — 
words, the father could not restrain 
a long, deep, and bitter groan; at 
which the boy, nearest in age to his 
dying sister, looked up, weeping in 
his face, and letting the tattered book 
of old ballads, which he had been 
poring on, but not reading, fall out 
of his hands, he rose from his seat, 
and, going to his father’s bosom, kiss- 
ed him, and asked God to bless him; 
for the holy heart of the boy was 
moved within him; and the old man, 
as he embraced him, felt that, in his 
imnocence and ert he was in- 
deed a comforter. ‘* The Lord giv- 
eth, and the Lord taketh away,” said 
the old man, ‘ blessed be the name 
of the Lord.” 

The outer door gently opened, and 
he whose presence had in former 
years brought peace and resignation 


tied © when their hearts had been 


tried even as they now were tried, 
stood before them. On the night be~ 
fore the Sabbath, the Minister of 
Auchindown never left his manse, 
except, as now, to visit the sick or 
dying bed. Scarcely could Gilbert 
reply to his first question about his 
child, when the surgeon came from 
the bed-room and said, ‘* Margaret 
seems lifted up by God’s hand above 
death and the grave : I think she will 
recover. She has fallen asleep ; and 
when she wakes, I hope—I belheve— 
that the danger will be past, and that 
| your child will live.” 

| ‘They were all prepared for death; 
| but now they were found unprepared 
for life. One wept that had till then 
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locked up all her tears within her 
heart; another gave a short, palpi- 
tating shriek ; and the tender-hearted 
Isabel, who had nursed the child 
when it was a baby, fainted away. 
The youngest brother gave way to 
gladsome smiles—and, calling out his 
dog Hector, who used to sport with 
him and his little sister on the moor, 
he told the tidings to the dumb, ir- 
rational creature, whose eyes, it is 
certain, sparkled with a sort of joy. 
The clock for some days had been 
prevented from striking the hour; 
but the silent fingers pointed to the 
hour of nine : and that, in the cottage 
of Gilbert Ainslie, was the stated hour 
offamily worship. His own honour- 
ed minister took the book ; 
He waled a portion with judicious care ; 
And, % us worship God, he said, with solemn 
air. 
A chapter was read—a prayer said ; 
and so, too, was sung a psalm ; but it 
was sung low, and with suppressed 
voices, lest the child’s saving sleep 
might be broken ; and now and then 
the female voices trembled, or some 
one of them ceased altogether ; for 
there had been tribulation and an- 
guish, and now hope and faith were 
tried in the joy of thanksgiving. 

The child still slept ; and its sleep 
seemed more sound and deep. It ap- 
peared almost certain that the crisis 
was over, and that the flower was not 
to fade. ‘“ Children,” said Gilbert, 
“our happiness is in the love we 
bear to one another ; and our duty is 
in submitting to and serving God. 


Gracious, indeed, has he been to us. | 


Is not the recovery of our little dar- 
ling, dancing, singing Margaret, worth 
all the gold that ever was mined? If 
we had had thousands of thousands, 
would we not have filled up her grave 
with the worthless dross of gold, ra- 
ther than she should have gone down 
there with her sweet face and all her 
rosy smiles?” There was no reply ; 


but a joyful sobbing all over the 


yoom. 
“* Never mind the letter, nor the 


Rf 
Side. AUGUST, 
debt, tutler,”’ said the eldest daugh- 
ter. ** We have all some little thing 
| of our own—a few pounds—and we 





pees be able to raise as much as wil! 


keep arrest and prison at a distance. 
Or, if they do take our furniture out 
of the house, all except Margaret’s 
bed, who cares? We will sleep on 
the floor; and there are potatoes in 
the field, and clear water in the 
spring. We need fear nothing ; 
blessed be God for all his mercies.” 

Gilbert went inte the sick room, 
and got the letter from his wife, who 
was sitting at the head of the bed, 
watching, with a heart blessed be- 
yond all bliss, the calm and regular 
breathings of her child. ‘* This let- 
ter,” said he, mildly, is not from a 
hard creditor. Come with me while 
[ read it aloud to our children.” The 
letter was read aloud, and it was well 
fitted to diffuse pleasure and satisfac - 
tion through the dwelling of poverty. 
It was from an executor to the will 
of a distant relative, who had left 
Gilbert Ainslie 1500/. “ The sum,” 
said Gilbert, ‘is alarge one to folks 
like us, but not, I hope, large enough 
to turn our heads, or make us think 
ourselves all lordsand ladies. It will 
do more, far more, than put me fair- 
ly above the world at last. 1 believe 
that, with it, | may buy this very 
farm, on which my forefathers have 
Htoiled. But God, whose Providence 
has sent this temporal blessing, may 
he send us wisdom and prudence 
how to use it, and humble and grate- 
ful hearts to us all.” 

** You will be able to send me to 
}school all the year round now, 
father,”’ said the youngest boy. ‘* And 
you may leave the flail to your sons 
now, father,”’ said the eldest. ‘“* You 
imay hold the plough still, for you 
draw a straighter furrow than any of 
us ; but hard work for young sinews ; 
and you may sit now oftener in your 
arm chair by the ingle. You will 
not need to rise now in the dark, cold 
and snowy winter mornings, and keep 
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by candle light, before the late dawn- 
ing.” ; 

wer here was silence, gladness and 
sorrow, and but little sleep in Moss 
side, between the rising and the set- 
ting of the stars, that were now seen 
in thousands, clear, bright and spark - 
ling, over the unclouded sky. Those 
who had lain down for an hour or two 
in bed, could scarcely be said to have 
slept; and when about morning lit- 
tle Margaret awoke, an altered crea- 
ture, pale, languid, and unable to turn 
herself on her lowly bed, but with 
meaning in her eyes, memory in her 
mind, affection in her heart, and 
coolness in all her veins, a happy 
group were watching the first faint 
smile that broke over her features ; 
and never did one who stood there 
forget that Sabbath morning, on which 
she seemed to look round upon them 
all with a gaze of fair and sweet be- 
wilderment, like ore half conscious of 
having been rescued from the power 
of the grave. 





fia introducing to our readers the following 
eoutrast, with the excellent remarks of Dr, 
Mason upon it, we wish them to bear in 
mind that Mr. Hume was an Unitarian—for 
the terms, Deist and Unitarian, mean the 
same thing—and that all who einbrace that 
heresy can never expect to die a happier 
death than the one Lose described. After 
its perusal, we would appeal to the common 
sense of our readers, and ask them, which 
af these two men died the happiest, and 
which most glorified his Creator ?] 


FROM THE CHRISTIANS MAGAZINE. 


. Published in the city of New York, by J. M. 
Mason, D.D. 1806.) 


J contrast between the death of a Deist 
and the death of a Christian: being 
 suceinet account of that celebrated 
Infidel, Davin Hume, Esq. and of 
that excellent Minister of the Gospel, 
Samvuev Finiey, D. D. in their last 
moments, 


Leiter from Adam Smith, L. E. D. to William 
Strahan, Esq. giving some account of Mr. 
Hume during his last sickness. _ 

Kirkaldy, Fife-Shire, Nov. 9. 1776. 
Dean Sim: It is with a real, though 
avery melancholy pleasure, that I sit 


Me . 
Death of David Hume, Keg. is 


| down to give you some account of the 


behaviour of cur late excellent friend, 
Mr. Hame, during his last illness. 
Though in his own judgment his dis- 
ease was mortal and incurable, yet 
he allowed himself to be prevailed 
upon, by the entreaty of his friends, 
to try what might be the effects of a 
long journey. A few days before he 
set out, he wrote that account of his 
own life, which, together with his 
other papers, he left to your care. 
My account, therefore, shall begin 
where his ends. 

He set out for London towards the 
end of April, and at Morpeth met 
with Mr. John Home and myself, who 
had both come down from London on 
purpose to see him, expecting to have 
found him at Edinburgh. Hr. Home 
returned with him, and attended him 
during the whole of his stay in Eng- 
land, with that care and attention 
which might be expected from a tem- 
per so perfectly Piendly and affec- 
tionate. As Il had written to my mo- 
ther that she might expect me in Scot 
land, | was under the necessity of 
continuing my journey. His disease 
seemed to yield to exercise and 
change of air; and when he arrived 
in London, he was apparently in 
much better health than when he 
left Edinburgh. He was advised to 
go to Bath to drink the waters, which 
appeared for some time to have so 
good an etiect upon him, that even 
he himself began to entertain, what 
he was not apt to do, a better opinion 
of his own health. His symptoms, 
however, soon returned with their 
usual violence; and from that mo- 
ment he gave up all thoughts of re- 
covery, but submitted with the utmost 
cheerfulness, and the most perfect 
complacency and resignation. Upon 
his return to Edinburgh, though he 
found himself much weaker, yet his 
cheerfulness never abated, and he 
continued to divert himself, as usaal, 
with correcting his own works for a 
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his friends, and, sometimes in the {lage it is a mortal one. When fF lie 


evening, with a party at his favourite 
game of whist. His cheerfulness was 
so great, and his conversation and 
amusements run so much in their 
usual strain, that, notwithstanding all 
bad symptoms, many people could 
not believe he was dying. “I shall 
tell your friend Col. Edmonstone,”’ 
said Dr. Dundas to him one day, 
“that I left you much better, and in 
a fair way of recovery.” ‘* Doctor,” 
said he, “as I believe you would not 
choose to tell any thing but the truth, 
you had better tell him, that I am dy- 
ing as fast as my enemies, if | have 

, could wish, and as easily and 
cheerfully as my best friends could 
desire.” 

Col. Edmonstone soon after came 
tosee him, and take leave of him; 
and on his way home he could not 
forbear writing him a letter, bidding 
him once more an eternal adieu, and 
applying to him, as to a dying man, 
the beautiful French verses, in which 
the Abbe Chaulieu, in expectation of 
his own death, laments his approach- 
ing separation from his friend the 
Marquis De La Fare. 

Mr. Hume’s magnanimity and firm- 
ness were such, that his most affec- 
tionate friends knew that they ha- 
zarded nothing in talking or writing 
to him as to a dying man, and that, 
so far from being hurt by this frank- 
ness, he was rather pleased and flat- 
tered by it. I happened to come into 
his room while he was reading this 
letter, which he had just received, 
and which he immediately showed 
me. I told him, that though I was 
sensible how very much he was 
weakened, and that appearances were 
in many respects very bad, yet his 
cheerfulness was still so great, the 
spirit of life seemed to be still so very 
strong in him, that I could not help 
entertaining some faint hopes. He 
answered, ‘* your hopes are ground- 
less. An habitual diarrhea of more 

than a year’s standing, would be a 
very bad disease at any age; at my 














down in the evening, I feel myseli 
weaker than when [ rose in the 
morning; and when [ rise in the 
morning, I feel myself weaker than 
when | lay down in the evening. [ 
am sensible, besides, that some of my 
vital parts are affected, so that 1 must 
soon die.” “ Well,” said 1, “ if it 
must be so, you have at least the sa- 
tisfaction of leaving all your friends, 
your brother’s family in particular, 
in great prosperity.”” He said that 
he felt that satisfaction so sensibly, 
that when he was reading, a few 
days before, Lucian’s' Dialogues of 
the Dead, among all the excuses 
which are alleged to Charon, for not 
entering readily into his boat, he 
could not find one that fitted him ; he 
had no house to finish, he had no 
daughter to provide for, he had no 
enemies upon whom he wished to 
revenge himself. ‘I could not well 
imagine,’ said he, “* what excuse 1} 
could make to Charon in order to 
obtain a little delay. I have done 
every thing of consequence which } 
ever meant to do; and I could at no 
time expect to leave my relations and 
friends in a better situation than that 
in which I am now likely to leave 
them ; | therefore have all reason to 
die contented.”” He then diverted 
himself with inventing several jocu- 
lar excuses which he supposed he 
might make to Charon, and with ima- 
gining the very surly answers which 
it might suit the character of Charon 
to return to them. ‘ Upon further 
consideration,” said he, ‘** I thought 
I might say to him, Good Charon, 1 
have been correcting my works for 
anew edition. Allow me a little time 
that 1 may see how the public re- 
ceives the alterations.”” But Charon 
would answer, ‘‘When you have seen 
the effect of these, you will be for 
making other alterations. There will 
be no end of such excuses ; so, honest 
friend, please step into the boat.” 
But | might still urge, ‘“* Have a little 
patience, good Charon; I have been 
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endeavouring to open the eyes of the jj passed his time pretty easily, but is 


public. If 1 live a few years longer, | much weaker. 


{ may have the satisfaction of seeing 
ihe downfal of some of the prevailing 
systems of superstition.” But Cha- 
ron would then lose all temper and 
decency. “ You loitering rogue, that 
will not happen these many hundred 
years. Do you fancy I will grant you 
a lease for so long aterm? Get into 
the boat this instant, you lazy, loiter- 
ing rogue.”’ 

But, though Mr. Hume always 
talked of his approaching dissolution 
with great cheerfulness, he never af- 
tected to make any parade of his mag- 
nanimity. 
subject but when the conversation 
naturally led to it, and dwelt no longer 
upon it than the conversation hap- 
pened to require; it was a subject, 
indeed, which occurred pretty fre- 
quently, in consequence of the inqui- 
ries which his friends who came to 
see him naturally made concerning 
the state of his health. The con- 
versation which | mentioned above, 
and which passed on Thursday the 
Sth of August, was the last, except 
one, that | ever had with him. He 
had now become so very weak, that 
the company of his most intimate 
friends fatigued him; for his cheer- 


tulness was still so great, his complai- | 


sance and social disposition were still 


so entire, that when any friend was | 
with him, he could not help talking }, 


more, and with greater exertion, than 
suited the weakness of his body. At 
his own desire, therefore, | agreed 
to leave Edinburgh, where | was 
staying partly upon his account, and 
returned to my mother’s house here, 
at Kirkaldy, upon condition that he 
would send for me whenever he wish- 
ed to see me ; the physician who saw 
him most frequently, Dr. Black, un- 
dertaking in the mean time, to write 
me occasionally an account of the 
state of his health. On the 22d of 
August, the Doctor wrote me the fol- 
Towing letter : 

**Since my Jast, Mr. Hume has 


He never mentioned the | 
liged to make use of my nephew’s 
hand in writing to you, as I do not 
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He sits up, goes 
down stairs once a day, and amuses 
himself with reading, but seldom 
sees any body. He finds that even 
the conversation of his most intimate 
friends fatigues and oppresses him ; 
and itis happy that he does not need 
it, for he is quite free from anxiety, 
impatience, or low spirits ; and pase- 
es his time very well with the assist- 
ance of amusing books.”’ 

I received, the day after, a letter 
from Mr. Hume, myself, of which 
the following is an extract: 

“Edinburgh, 23d August, 1776. 

«My pearest Frienp: f am ob- 


rise to-day. * * * eee HH 


** *& He eH HHKHHeEHHKH BE © 


I go very fast to decline, and last night 


‘had a small fever, which 1 hoped 
‘might put a quicker period to this 
tedious illness, but unluckily it has, 
in a great measure, gone off. 


I can- 
not submit to your coming over here 
on my account, as it is possible for 
me to see you so small a part of the 
day ; but Doctor Black can better 
inform you concerning the degree of 
strength which may from time to 
time remain with me. Adieu, &e.” 
Three days after, | received the 
following letter from Dr. Black : 
* Edinburgh, Monday, Aug. 26, 1776. 
‘Dear Sin: Yesterday, about four 


o'clock, afternoon, Mr. Hume exe 
pired. 


The near approach of hig 
death became evident in the night be- 
tween Thursday and Friday, when 
his disease became excessive, and 
soon weakened him so much that he 
could no longer rise out of his bed. 
He continued to the last perfectly 
sensible, and freé from much pain or 
feelings of distress. He neverdrop- 
ped the smallest expression of impa- 
tience ; but when he had occasion to 
speak to the people about him, always 
did it with affection and tenderness. 
I thought it improper to write to bring 





you over, especially as I heard that he 
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dictated a lewer to you, desiring you 
nottocome. When he became very 
weak, it cost him an effort to speak, 
and he died in such a happy compo- 
sure of mind that nothing could ex- 
ceed it.”’ 

Thus died our most excellent and 
never to be forgotten friend; con- 
cerning whose philosophical opinions 
men will, no doubt, judge variously, 
every one approving or condemning 
them, according as they happen to 
coincide or disagree with his own ; 
but concerning whose character and 
conduct there can scarce be a differ- 
ence of opinion. His temper, in- 
deed, seemed to be more happily 
balanced, if I may be allowed such an 
expression, than that perhaps of any 
other man I have ever known. Even 
in the lowest state of his fortune, his 
great and necessary frugality never 
hindered him from exercising, upon 
proper occasions, acts both of charity 
and generosity. It was a frugality 
founded, not upon avarice, but upon 
the love of independency. The ex- 
treme gentleness of his nature never 
weakened either the firmness of his 
mind, or the steadiness of his résolu- 
tions. His constant pleasantry was 
the genuine effusion of good nature 
and good humour, tempered with de- 
licacy and modesty, and without even 
the slightest tincture of malignity, so 
frequently the disagreeable source of 
what is called wit in other men. It 
never was the meaning of his raillery 
to mortify; and, therefore, far from 
offending, it seldom failed to please 
and delight, even those who were 
the objecis of it. To his friends, 
who were frequently the objects of it, 
there was not perhaps any one of all 
his great and amiable qualities, which 
contributed more to endear his con- 
versation. And that gayety of tem- 
per, so agreeable in society, but 
which is often accompanied with fri- 
volous and superticial qualities, was 
in him, certainly aitended with the 
most severe application, the most ex- 
tensive learning, the greatest depth 


Death of Samuel Finley, D.D. 


AUGUST, 


of thought, and a capacity in every 
respect the most comprehensive. 
Upon the whole, I have always con- 
sidered him, both in his lifetime and 
since his death, as approaching as 
nearly to the idea of a perfectly wise 
and virtuous man, as perhaps the na- 
ture of human frailty will permit. 

| ever am, dear gir, most affection- 
ately, yours, 

ADAM SMITH. 


Some of the last choice words ef Dr. Samvurr 
Finiey, President ef the College of New- 
Jersey. 

Friday, July 11, 1766, the Rev. 
Mr. Richard Treat came to visit the 
Doctor, who desired that he would 
pray by him. Being asked what he 
should pray for, he answered, “ Be- 
seech God that he would be pleased 
to let me feel just as i did at that time 
when I first closed with Christ, at 
which time I could scarce contain my- 
self out of heaven.” 

Dr. S. acquainted him that he could 


‘live but a few days longer ; at which 


he lifted up his eyes with much com- 
posure, saying, ‘* Then welcome, 
Lord Jesus.” He declared himself 
under the greatest obligations to the 
Doctor for his kind and diligent at- 
tendance during bis illness, and said, 
‘1 owe a large catalogue of debts to 
my friends; which will never be 
charged to my account ; God will dis- 
charge them for me.” 

July 13th, Lord’s-day, noon. — Dr. 
C. came to his bed-side, and told him 
there appeared a very visible altera- 
tion in his countenance, by which. he 
judged death was not far off. He 
raised himself upon his pillow, and 
broke out, ‘‘ Then may the Lord 
bring me near to himself—l have 
waited with a Canaan hunger for the 
promised land—I have often wonder- 
ed that God sufiered me to live—I 
have wondered more, that ever he 
called me to be a minister of his 
word. He has often afforded me 
much strength, and though I have 








abused it, he has returned in mercy. 
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Oh! how sweet are the promises of 
God! Oh ! that I could see him as I 
have seen him heretofore in his sanc- 
tmary ! Although | have earnestly 
desired death as the hireling pants 
for the evening shade, yet will I wait 
my appointed time. I have struggled 
with principalities and powers, and 
have been brought almost to despair 
-~Lord, let it sufhce.”’ 

He now closed his eyes, and fer- 
vently prayed that God would show 
him his glory before he departed 
hence—that he would enable him to 
endure patiently to the end—and, 
particularly, that he might be kept 
from dishonouring the ministry. He 
resumed his discourse, saying, ** I can 
truly say, that | have loved the ser- 
vice of God—I know not in what lan- 
guage to speak of my own unworthi- 
ness; [| have been undutiful; I have 
honestly endeavoured to act for God, 
but with much weakness end corrup- 
tion.”” Here he lay down, and spoke 
as follows: ** A Christian’s death is 
the best part of his existence. The 
Lord has made provision for the 
whole way, provision for the soul and 
for the body. Oh! that I could re- 
collect sabbath blessings ! ‘The Lord 
has given me many souls as a crown 
of my rejoicing. Blessed be God, 
eternal rest is at hand: Eternity is 
long enough to enjoy my God. This 
has animated me in my severest stu- 
dies. | was ashamed to take rest 
here. Oh! that I could be filled with 
the fulness of God! that fulness 
which fills heaven.” 

One asked him, if it was in his 
choice either to live or die, which 
he would prefer? He replied, ‘ to 
die. ‘Though | cannot but say I feel 
the same difficulty with St. Paul. But 
should God by a miracle prolong my 
life, I will still continue to serve him: 
his service has ever been sweet tome. 
I have loved it much. I have tried 
my master’s yoke, and will never 
shrink my neck from it. His yoke is 
easy, and his burden light.”’ 

‘Yon are more cheerful, sir,” 
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said one of the company. “ Yes, I 
rise or fall, as eternal rest appears 
‘nearer or further off.” 

It being observed to him, that he 
‘always used that expression “ Dear 
Lord” in his prayers, he anawered, 
“Oh! heis very dear, very precious 
‘indeed! How pretty for a mimster 
|to die upon the Sabbath! Tf expect to 
spend the remaining part of this Sab- 
bath in heaven.” 

One said, ** You will soon be joined 
to a blessed society; you will for 
ever converse with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, with the spirits of just 
men made perfect, with old friends, 
‘and many old-fashioned people.” 
{ r . ‘ * ‘ 

* Yes, sir,” he replied, with a smile, 
‘but they are a most polite people 
now.” 

He frequently expressed great gra- 
titude to his friends around him, but 
very particularly to the kind family — 
he was in; and said, ** May the Lord 
repay you for your tenderness of me; 
may he bless you abundantly, not only 
with temporal, but spiritual bless- 
ings.’’ Addressing himself to all that 
were present, he said, * Oh! that 
each of you may experience what, 
blessed be God, I do, when ye come 
to die! May you have the pleasure 
of reflecting, in a dying hour, that 
with faith and patience, zeal and sin- 
cerity, you have endeavoured to serve 


the Lord ; that each of you may be 
impressed, as | have been, with God’s 


word, looking upon it as substantial, 
and not only fearing, but unwilling to 
offend against it.” 

To a person about to return to - 
Princeton, he said, “* Give my love 
to the people of Princeton ; tell them 
I am going to die, and that I am not 
afraid of death.” He would some- 
times cry out, “‘ The Lord Jesus take 
care of his cause in the world.” 

Monday, 14th. Waking this morn- 
ing, ** Oh! what a disappointment 
have | met with: f expected this 
morning to have been in heaven.” 





His great weakness prevented his 
much speaking to-day; what few 
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words he uttered, breathed the lan- 
guage of triumph. 

Tuesday, 15th. With a pleasing 
amile and strong voice, he cried out, 
“Ob! | shall triumph over every 
foe! The Lord hath given me the 
victory! I exalt, | triumph. Oh! 
that | could see untainted purity! 
Now I know that itis impossible that 
faith should not triumph ever earth 
and hell; I think I have nothing to 
do now butto die, Perhaps | have ; 
Lord, show me my task.”’ 

After expressing some fears that 
he did not endeavour to preserve his 
remaining life, through eagerness to 
depart, and being told he did nothing 
inconsistent with self-preservation, he 
said, ‘‘ Lord Jesus, into thine hands 
I commit my spirit. [do it with con- 
fidence, I do it with full assurance. | 
know that thou wilt keep that which 
} have committed unto thee. I have 
been dreaming too fast of the time of 
my departure. I find it does not come; 
but the Lord is faithful, and will not 
tarry beyond his appointed time.” 

When one who attended him told 
him his pulse grew weaker, he ex- 
pressed with pleasure, That it was 
well. He often would put forth his 
hand to his physicians, and ask them 
how his pulse beat; and would re- 
joice when he was told it was flutter- 
ing or irregular. 

In the afternoon, the Rev. Mr. 
Spencer came to see him, and said, 
‘* | am come, dear sir, to hear you 
confirm by facts the Gospel you have 
preached. Pray, how do you feel ?”’ 
The Doctor replied, “ Full of tri- 
umph. I triumph through Christ. 
Nothing clips my wings but the 
thoughts of my dissolution being pro- 
longed. Oh! that it was to-night. 
My very soul thirsts for eternal rest.” 
Mr. Spencer asked him, what he saw 
in eternity to excite such vehement 
desires in his soul? He replied, ‘1 
see a God of love and goodness—! 
see the fulness of my Mediator—lI see 
the love of Jesus. Oh! to be dis- 
solved; to be with him! I long to 
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be clothed with the complete righte- 
ousness of Christ, not only imputed. 
but inherent.”’ He desired Mr. Spen- 
certo pray before they parted. ** Pray 
that God would preserve me from 
evil—that he would keep me from 
dishonouring his great name in thir 
critical hour ; and support me in my 
passage through the valley of the shu- 
dow of death.”’ 

fe spent the remaining part of the 
day in bidding farewell to, and bless- 
ing his friends ; and exhorting such 
of his children as were with him. He 
would frequently cry out, “ Why 
move the tardy hours so slow ?”’ 

July 16th, his speech failed him. 
He made many efforts to speak, but 
seldom so distinct as to be understood. 
Mr. Koberdeau desired him to give 
some token whereby his friends might 
know whether he still continued to 
triumph. He lifted up his hands and 
said, ** Yes.”” This afternoon he ut- 
tered several sentences, but little 
could be collected trom them. 

Some of his very last words con- 
cerning himself were, ‘* After one or 
two more engagements, the conflict 
will he over.” About nine o’clock 
he fell into a sound sleep, and ap- 
peared much freer from pain than for 
several days before. He continued 
to sleep without moving in the least 
till one o’clock, when he expired 
without a sigh or a groan, or any 
kind of motion sufficient to alarm his 
wite and those friends who were about 
his bed. During his whole sickness, 
he was never heard to utter one re- 
pining word. He was at times tortur- 
ed with the most excruciating pains; 
yet he expressed in all his behaviour 
an entire resignation to the divme 
will. {n all his affecting farewells to 
his relations and friends, he was never 
seen to shed a tear, or show the least 
mark of sorrow. He often checked 
his affectionate wife when she was 
weeping ; and he expressed his un- 


shaken confidence in the promises of 


his God, whenever he spoke of his 
dear children. 
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His traly polite behaviour contt- 
nued to the last, and manitested itself 
whenever he called for a drop of 
drink to wet his lips. Every one 
around him was treated with thatsame 
sweetness and ease that were so pe- 
culiar and natural to him. In fine, 
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jhe was a most striking example of 
that faith which kindles love in the 
heart, and produces the sweet fruits 
of meekness, gentleness, patience, and 
every Christian grace and virtue.” 
{Some remarks on the foregoing 
‘marratiyes, will be given in our next. } 
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{J he activity and zeal manifested by the mem- 
bers ef the following Societies in London 
afford to the friends of religion strong en- 
couragemenut to persevere in the work of the 
Lord. On secing what is doing on the other 
side of the waters, every American Chris- 
tian will fecl bis boson swell with lively 
emotions of gratitude to the Father of all 
mercies, that so many distinguished charac- 
ters are engaged in building up the Redeem- 
er's kingdom in every part of the world. 
Surety ail those who fove the Lord will bid 
them Giod-speed, and offer up their earnest 
prayers in thou behalf, that they may go on 
and prosper, until “the knowledge of the 
Lord shall cover the earth, as the waters 
cover the great deep.’ ] 

CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIATY. 

On Monday evening, April 29, the 
Annual Sermon for the benefit of this 
institution was preached, from John 
iv. 34—6, at St. Bride’s Church, 
I'leet street, by the Rev. Marmaduke 
Thompson, M. A. Chaplain of the 
Hon. E. 1. Company on the Madras 
Establishment ; and the following day, 
at noon, was held, at Free-masons’ 
Hall, the T'wenty-second Anniversary 
of the Institution, the Rt. Hon. Ad- 
miral Lord Gambier in the chair. 
His lordship opened the meeting by 
remarking, that every year afforded 
additional cause for gratitude and gra- 
tulation. The cause of Missions was 
an increasing cause, and gained daily 
accession of strength. It was a mat- 
ter for congratulation that the efforts 
of the Church Missionary Society 
were considerably aided by the Mis- 
sionaries belonging to other similar 
institutions ; and that a spirit of bro- 
therly love and Christian unanim- 
ity actuated them all. The noble 


Lord then concluded his short address 
by earnestly impressing upon the} 


‘the necessity of gratitude to God for 
the blessings already bestowed upon 
Missionary exertions, and of prayers 
and supplications for the continued 
aids of the Holy Spirit in carrying on 
the glorious work. 

The Rev. Jossah Pratt, the Secre- 
tary, then read the report, which de- 
tailed at great length the Missionary 
operations of the Society during the 
past year, in the various countries to 
which its Missionaries had been sent. 
Many letters, from different friends 
to the Society, were quoted, giving 
highly satisfactory accounts of the 
rapid progress which the light of the 
Gospel was making in every quarter 
it had reached. 

The statement as to the funds of 
the Society was extremely gratifying; 
‘the receipts of the current year a- 








imounting to about 33,0001. and the 
“expenses to aoarly the same. 

A Missionary House at Calcutta, 
‘similar to that at Madras, had been 
‘established under the auspices of the 
Right Rey. Bishop; and education 
was advancing with steady steps 
throughout the East. The accounts 
from Ceylon, the West Indies, the 
. British settlements in North America, 
&c. &c. were highly satisfactory. 
In Sierra Leone the Gospel was 
‘working almost incredible changes, 


;}and many of the poor slaves may, 


‘without a figure of speech, be said 
'to have become new creatures.— 
: Schools (numerously attended,) pray- 
| er-meetings, and even a Bible Socie- 
ty, had been established in that im- 
proving land, which, not many years 
ago, was totally buried in mental 





inind of every one who heard him, 
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Protestants’ Churches of continental 
Europe, presented a beautiful pic- 
ture of Missionary zeal and energy : 
indeed from the Pyrenees to 
mountains of Norway, from the 
German Ocean to the shores of the 
Euxine, the same ardour and activity 
in this best of causes were eminently 
conspicuous. 

The Report concluded with an im- 
pressive exhortation to Christians in 
general, and to the friends of this In- 
stitution in particular, to be diligent 
and earnest in prayer to Him who 
alone is the giver of every good and 
perfect gilt, for his blessings apon 
the exertions of this and all similar | 
institutions. 

BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

Wednesday, May 1, the 18th An- 
niversary Meeting of this excellent 
Institution was held at the Freema- 
sons’ ‘Tavern. On three sides of 
the great room, benches had been 
erected for the accommodation of the 
company, who began to assemble at 
an early hour; and long before 11 
o'clock, every place, including the 
high galleries at each end, were filled 
by persons of the first respectabi- 
fity, among whom were H. R. H. the 
Duke of Gloucester; the Bishops of 
Salisbury, St. David's, and Norwieh ; 
the Earls of Harrowby, Gosford, and 
Rocksavage ; Lords Calthorpe, Gam- 
bier, Suffield, and Sandon ; the Right 
Hon. the’ Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, Right Hon. C. Grant, Sir T. 
Dv. Ackland, Sir R. H. Inglis, Sir C, 
8. Hunter, Sir Mont. Chomley, Barts. ; 
S. Wortley, W. Whitmore, and W. 
Wilberforce, M. P. Esqrs. 

Shortly after eleven o’clock, the 
ehair was taken by Lord Teignmouth, 
who, afier explaining the object of 
the meeting, moved that the Report be 
read. ‘The Report was read accord- 
ingly, and the following is an abstract : 

It contained a number of most 
cheering facts relative to the pros- 
périty of the Institution, from which 
ut appeared that the Auxiliary Socie- 
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ties have increased both in number 
and in the amount of the subserip- 
tions ; that the friends of similar In- 
stitutions in various parts of the world 
have been prosecuting the same 
cause with increased energy and suc- 
cess ; and many instances were men- 
tioned in which their exertions have 
produced a very striking moral and 
religious benefit. The income of the 

Society during the past year exceeded 
that of any former year, and amounted 
to the astonishing sum of upwards of 
103,000/. The expenditure, during 
the same period, in translating, print- 

ing, and circulating the Scriptures 
‘in a variety of European, Asiatic, 

and some African and American Jan- 

‘guages, as also in assisting the bene- 
volent labours of kindred Institutions, 
exceeded 90,000/. So great, how- 
ever, are the demands, and such the 
contidence of the Committee on the 
continued generosity of the Christian 
public, that the engagements of the 
Society were calculated at no less a 
sum than 50,0001. The reading of 
the Report occupied nearly an hour, 
and was received by the meeting with 
the most cordial approbation. 

The Earl of Harrowby expressed 
the high satisfaction he felt at the 
Report which had been read, by 
which it appeared that the Gospel 
| had extended to the most distant parts 
ef the world—to men of every colour 
and of every clime. His Lordship 
jmoved that the Report be printed, 
under the direction of the Commit- 
tee.—Agreed to. 





a — > 


the Exchequer moved the thanks of 
the Society to their noble President, 
i Lord Teignmouth. His noble friend 
had called their attention to the Re- 
port which had been read; but, in or- 
der that the Report might be under 


, stood, it would be necessary to refer 


to the map of the world; because, 
otherwise, it would be impossible to 
trace allits operations. By that Re- 





port it appeared that im every quar- 





-ter of the world ignorance and idola- 


The Right Hon. the Chancellor of 
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were giving way before the light 
of Truth and of the Gospel. 

Lord Teignmouth, aiter expressing 
his acknowledgments, observed, that 
the happy effects of this Society had 
every day been extending from nation 
to nation, in consequence of the uni- 
versal distribution of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Efforts so extended as those 
could not have proceeded from any 
cause purely human, but from God 
himself, who must have disposed the 
hearts of men to promote his glory 


and the happiness of his creatures. If 


history were a record of the crimes 
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| first nomore funds than 40,000 franes, 
they now had 300,000 francs. (.dp- 
plauses.) They had distributed vast 
numbers of Bibles; and a generous 
friend of their Institution had sent 
2000 franes, to be given to the an- 
thor of the best work in the French 
‘language upon the Reading of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, 

The Rev. Mr. Dealtry, Lord Cal. 
thorpe, and Mr. Stuart Wortley, M. P. 
then addressed the Meeting, HoR 
H. the Duke of Cloucester, in acknow- 
ledying a vote of thanks to the royal 
'Dukes, said he considered this vote 


of mankind, it was reserved for mo- 
dern times to form new institutions, 
founded on evangelical principles, 
for the prevention of crimes, and for 
promoting the good of mankind. He 
was happy to find that the Bible So- 
cieties comprehended, at this time, 


)as a fresh proof of the generous feel- 
ings with which they were always 
| ready to acknowledge any trifling ser- 
/Vices performed by him and his illus- 
trious relatives. He wished to ex- 
press his thanks to them rather for 
‘having laboured so much in the great 











Christians of all denominations, and 
that universality was given to all 
their operations, which were direct- 
ed, not to the subjugation of empires, 
but to the subversion of ignorance, 
idolatry, and vice. 

The Rev. Mr. Monod, Secretary 
of the Paris Protestant Bible Society, 
said he appeared before them as the 
representative ot a Bible Society 
which took the greatest interest in 


the proceedings of this Society, |) 
'tending for earthly renee but en- 
|‘ deavouring to make their fellow-crea - 


and which contemplated them with 
admiration and gratitude. The mems 
bers of the Society to which he be- 
jonged valued no other distinctions 
than those ofthe disciples of Jesus. 
He considered himself there among 
children of the same Father, and fol- 
lowers of the same Saviour. (Ap- 
plauses.) With sentiments of this kind 
he prayed the indulgence of the Meet- 
ing, and assured them that their 
brethren in France were animated 
by the same spirit as those whom he 
now addressed, although they had not 
the same means. Little more than 
three years had elapsed since the So- 
ciety in Paris was established, and 
since then there were forty Branch 
Societies from it: and from having at 


cause in which they were engaged, 
than for the mark of favour they had 
now shown him. The respectable 
Secretary of the French Bible Socie- 
ty had truly observed, that ryt had 
all associated as the disciples of Christ, 
and were the children of one common 
Father; and he fully participated in 
that feeling. After the struggles in 
which all Europe had been so long 
engaged, it was a satisfaction to him 








to see its inhabitants no. longer con- 


tures happy, by giving them that 
Book which was to prepare them for 
eternal life ; as well as to make them 
virtuous in this present world. So 
long, then, as there remained a spot 
upon the globe to which a Bible had 
not yet reached, they ought to m- 
crease their efforts in this great cause. 
The difficulties which had at first 
been encountered were diminishing 
every day, and he hoped to see the 
labours of this Society extended all 
over the world. He trusted that in- 
creased exertions would be made 
every year towards extending the 
blessings which had grown out of 





this Society. In the name of his i] 
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lustrions relatives, he now thanked 
them all for their kind regards. 
Wm. Wilberforce, Esq. M. P. was 
delighted to see, even in Paris, the 
id progress of that blessed Truth 
ich would lead men to eternal sal- 
vation, and overturn the false philo- 


sophy which had too much prevailed || 
| closed it by acknowledging their vote 


in a capital that had long been re- 
nowned for learning and the liberal 
arts. I[t was also delightiul to see 
that in almost every part of the hab- 
itable globe the Bible was now diffus- 
ing its blessings ; it was now making 
its happy progress among the misera- 
ble natives of Labrador. The people 
of the United States of America were 
also labouring in the same cause with 
us ; and showing to the werld that all 
men were children of the same pa- 
rents. ‘There was, in fact, a masterly 
energy of heavenly force at work to 
accomplish the great objects they all 
had in view. The grand and eternal 
aes he ever had with the Roman 
atholic religion (Applause) arose 
from their refusing to circulate the 
Scriptures ; and the moment they 
ceased to do so, his hostility against 
them would cease. He was now 
happy to inform the Meeting, that he 
very lately had a communication from 
the Secretary of General Bolivar, 
President of the Colombian Republic, 
which stated that Bibles had been 
biteught into Venezuela; that they 
were eagerly bought up, and rapidly 
circulated ; and there was every rea- 
son to hope that Bible Societies would 
soon be established among all the 
Catholic inhabitants of the extensive 
regions of South America.  (4p- 
use.) Lord Sandon, the Rev. Theo. 
umhardt, (from Switzerland,) the 


Earl of Gosford, Rev. Mr. Morison, | 


J. Thornton, Esq. and the Rev. Mr. 
Hughes, then successively addressed 
the Meeting. 

The Lord Bishop of Norwich said it 
was probable that, from his advanced 
age, he should never again have an 
opportunity of addressing the So- 
ciety ; and therefore he rose to con- | 
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gratulate the company on the happy 
progress they had made, and the mo- 
ral improvement they had produced 
in various parts of the world. 

The Right Hon. C. Grant, F. Whit- 
more, Esq. Sir T. D. Ackland, Bart. 
and Lord Gambier, severally address- 
edthe Meeting, and Lord Teignmouth 


of thanks. 
(To be continued.) 


National School Soeicty. 

On the 6th of June, 1822, the an- 
nual meeting of the London National 
School Society took place. It ap- 
peared from the report which was 
read by the Secretary, that upwards 
of two hundred and fifty thousand 
poor children were educated by the 
Society, and that twelve thousand had 
been added to the schools in different 
parts of the kingdom within the last 
year. The institution has been in 
existence only eleven years, and is 
supported entirely by private contri- 
butions. 


(Sierra Leone.) 

CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCITTY. 
Instances of the Influence of Religion on the 
Negroes. 

From the communications of Mr. 
Johnson, we extract some exempli- 
fications of the powerful influence of 
true religion on the minds of his peo- 
ple. 

{In examining some eandidates for 
baptism, Mr. Johnson was so much 
struck by the intelligent ptety of one 
of the women, that he has sent a 
copy of the examination to the com- 
mittee. It here follows : 


Question.—How long have you felt desirous 
of being baptized? 

Answer.—Since you came from England,sir. 

Q. How did you eesane first desirous ? 

A. Some words which you talk in the Church 
make me fraid, 

Q. Can you tell me these words which made 


| you afraid ? 


A. Yes, sir. You say, “ Suppose a man or 
woman die, and not born again by the Spirit 
of God, they cannot go to God ;” and then you 
talk about them people, how they stand, [point- 
ed out the character of those who were not 
born again,] and then I think that me—me do 
all them thing; and that make nfe fraid. 
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if you have been badd before, you do not 
an ts bad mew, you are very good thes 
‘ime, are you aot? 
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Q. Tell me, did not you know any thing be- 
fore you felt your sins? 
A. Ne, avassa ; me koow anothing before; 


A. Massa, me very bad: me heart full of | me careless; me no hear ; but when | se all 


ain, and that trouble me. 


2. | suppose, then, whea you are baptized 
vou think you shall be better? ’ 


A. Ne, massa; that no make me good: the 
Lord Jesus Christ, Him one only can make 
me good, and can save me; and for that I 
want to follow Hint. 

Q. Who is Jesus Christ? 

A. The Son of God. 

What did He do to save you? 

. He die upon the cross for sinners. 
Are you a sinner ° 

. Teo much, massa, 

Where is the Lord Jesus Christ now ? 
. He live in heaveg. 

What is He doing there ? 

. Pray for sinners. 

How many Gods are there ? 

A. One : God the Son, God the Father, and 
God the Holy Ghost—I mistake: it is God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. 

Q. You say three times God; are there not 
three Gods ? 

A. No, massa; them three be one God. 

Q. Can you tell me who made you ? 

A. God the Father. 

®. Who redeemed you? 

A. God the Son; and God the Holy Ghost 
roach me. 

@. What does God the Holy Ghost teach 
you! 

“A. He show me my sin. 

Q. Does he teach any thing else ? 

A. Yes; He show people that they can be 
saved by Jesus Christ. 


Ori rerire 


Q. When He has shown them that, does He || 


teach them any thing else ? 

A. He make them heart feel glad: He give 
them peace. 

Q. Can you tell ne what is the outward thing 
in baptism ? (Was silent.) I mean, what does 
the minister take when he baptizes people ? 

A. Water. 

Q. Does that wash your sins away ? 

A. I don’t kaow. No, I think not. 

Q. Does water baptize both your body and 
— ? You know that you have a bods and a 
soul, 

A. Yes, I know; but the Holy Ghost must 
daptize the soul. 

Q. What then is spiritual baptism’ (Was 
vilost I mean, what. is true baptisin? 

A. The Holy Ghost baptism. 

Q. Can you tell me what people eat and 
drink when they come to the Lord's tabie ? 

A. Bread and wine. 

Q. And what does the soul eat and drink ? 
(Was silent.) I mean, while we look to Jesus 
Christ, and remember His dying love, what do 
our souls spiritually receive : 

A. The 
Christ. 

Q. You said before, that the Son of God 
redeemed you; what did He redeem or save 
you with ? 

A. He pay His own blood for sinners. 

Q. Why don’t you say for me ? 

A. Me fraid, massa; me so bad, me can't 
say “ for me”’ yet. 


ly and blood of the Lord Jesus 


the bad things I de before, then | glad to hear 
some thing, 

Q. Do vow think you shall do good now ? 

A. O massa! if God help me, T want to de 
good ; but I eagnet do any thing by myself. 1 
hope the Lord will help me—me bad too mach 
| —I sorry for myself. 

Q. Do you pray? 

A. Yes, I pray; bat I am fraid Ged no hear 
my prayer. 

Q. Do not you feel glad sometimes when 
you ; 

_ A. Yes, sir; I feel sometimes glad and some - 

times sorry. 

Q. Do you believe that the Lord Jesus Christ 
is able to save you? 

A. Sometimes I am afraid, because ye 
too much: but He is God, and ean all 
| things: that make me glad. 

! ere the examination ended, greatly, as 
/may be supposed, to my satisfaction, 

| Others ain were also examined, gave simi- 
lar answers ; but | would observe, that all can- 
not answer so correctly and judicic as this 
woman; and therefore her examination must 
not be taken as a general case ; though | do 
not baptize any unless my mind is satisfied that 
a work of grace is begun. Their knowledge 
sometimes differs, but not materially. Some 
cannot speak in my presence, while they can 
‘do so before Tamba or Davis: some are #6 
much agitated when they come to mé, that it 
requires a great deal of patience, to find out 
their real state. 


The following remarks of one of 
the Christian Negroes form a simple 
and forcible illustration of the Apos- 
tle’s words—IJ was alive, without the 
‘Law, once; but, when the Command- 
ment came, Sin revived, and I died : 


| Yesterday morning, when you preach, you 
‘show we that the Law be our Schoolmaster tw 
bring us to Christ. You talk about the Ten 
Commandments. You begin at the First, and 
_me say to myself, “‘ Me guilty !’'"—the Second : 
\ Me guilty!’—the Third: “ Me guilty !"— 
| the Fourth: ‘* Me guilty !”—the Fifth : “ Me 
| guilty.” Then you say thet Sixth Thaw 
| shalt not kill, Me say, “ Ah! me no gui 


me never kill some person.” You say, “ { 
suppose plenty people, live here who say, 
* Me no guilty of that!” Me say again, ia 
my heart, “ Ah! me norguilty.” Then 

say, “‘ Did you never hate any person ? 
you never wish that sueh a person, such a mam, 
or such a woman, was dead?” Massa 

talk plenty about that; and what I feel 
time [ ean't tell you. L talk in my heart 
| say, “* Me the same person!” My heart 
to beat—me want to cry—my heart h 
much me don’t know what to do. 
think me kill TEN people before breakf. 
never think I sobad. Afterward you talk 
the Lord Jesus Christ, how He take all 
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that have abig stone upon him head, aud 
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walk—want fo fall down. O massa! I have trou- 
ble too much—I no sicep all might. (Wept 
much.) I hope the Lord Jesus Christ will take 
my sins from me! Suppose He no save me, 
I shall go to hell for ever. 


Every sincere and watchful Chris- 
tian will recognize his own enjoy- 
ments and conflicts in the following 
declarations of a Negro woman : 


A woman said, “ Virst time when I begin to 
pray, and when I see all bad things, Igo plenty 
times to pray to the Lord Jesus Christ to par- 
don all my sins; and then I feel glad very 
much, because Jesus Christ come into the 
world to save sinners. When I go out, I pray 
—in the road, I pray—in the farm, I pray— 
when I get in the market among plenty people, 
I pray—I always pray. That tme my heart 
live upon the Jesus Christ: when I get 
up, | pray—when I lie down, I pray—and when 
I see some of God's peels, I glad very much: 
Ifalk to them, and tell them what the Lord do 
for me. But, this time, I don’t know how I 
stand. Suppose I pray, my heart runs away 
from me ; and when I get ap from my knee, 
don’t know what I been say. Oh, my heart 
bad past every thing! I don't think I live in 
the ae way: I don't know what to do with 
myself. © massa, I curse, I lie, I thiet, I do 
every thing that is bad.” “ Do you really live 
im these things ?”’ L asked. “ Me do them all,” 
she replied, “ with my bad heart: suppose the 
Lord no help me, I should do them all with my 
hands, my mouth, and my feet. But all of 
them bad thi live in my heart, and that 
trouble me much." Here she began to weep, 
and the conversation ended; but not without 
advice suited to her stutc. 

One of the communicants, who was 
sick, manifested a tenderness of con- 
science which may serve to stir up 
others to watchfulness : 

Went to see a sick communicant. When he 
saw me, he appeared much cast down. I asked 
éf he had any thing to say tome. Tears ran 
down his black cheeks; bat he remained si- 
lent. I again requested him, if he had any 
thing upow his mind, to tcl! me. He answer- 
ed: * Them words you talk last Sunday live in 
my heart.” [The text was Rev. iii. 19.) “1 
went to Freetown, some time ago, and met 
with some of my country-people, who live 
there. They make me come to their house. | 
eat with them ; and they talk foolish, and | did 
not te}l them that they do bad. I stand the 
same like one of them. My heart strike me, 
the same time ; but I no mind that. Thea them 
people do very bad—they curse, they drink, 
and do very bad. They tell me to stop all 
night. I no like it; but, by and bye, I stop: 
and, O massa! what plague me much, is, I 
laugh when they talk bad. Next day I go 
home: and oh! how my heart strike me when 
I go in the road; and, when I come home, I 
get sick. God punish me for that: and since 
that time I been sick. Sometimes, I only 
strong enough to go to Church; but I get no 
peace in my heart, when I hear the Word of 
God. Allis against me.” Here he began to 
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weep again ; and I perceived that his illnes: 
was caused by grief. I tried to point out to 
him the tenderness of the father, after having 
panished his child ; and that our Heavenls Fa. 
ther, in like manner, arercifolly, through the 
Saviour’s merits, receives his children, and 
forgives their backslidings freely. 
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Report of the Bedford Prayer Book Society 
The Managers of the Bedford Pray- 


;er Book Society respectfully report, 


that the Society at present consists of 
45 members, whose subscriptions 
within the last year have amounted 
to $22 50. With this sum, 75 Pray- 
er Books have been purchased. By 
the provisions of the constitution, each 
member is entitled to one book. 
Thirty-five members have availed 
themselves of this privilege, and ten 
have relinquished it in favour of the 
Society. There have therefore been 
only 40 books left to the disposal of 
the managers ; of these, 22 have been 
civen to the Sunday school belonging 
to this congregation. Many of the 
children attending this school were ut- 
terly unprovided with Prayer Books ; 
and when we call to mind the import- 
ance of forming in the minds of these 
youth an early attachment to our Li- 
turgy, and making them acquainted 
with its use, the donation will not be 
regarded as improvident. Nine Pray- 
er Books have been placed in the 
hands of the Rev. Mr. Nichols, to be 
distributed at his discretion to indi- 


and nine more remain subject to the 
future orders of the Board, 

It cannot be necessary, on the pre- 
sent occasion, to pronounce an eulo- 
gium on our Liturgy ; its piety, fer- 
vour, and simplicity, are readily ac- 
knowledged by all who are capable 
of appreciating it. Without the Pray- 
er Book, it would be impossible to 
maintain that ‘sublime and affecting 
form of worship which, with occa- 





sional variations, has given expression 
'to the devout exercises of multitudes 


of Christians from the earliest ages of 





‘the Church to the present day. 


gent members of the congregation, , 
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This Society was formed for the 
purpose. of supplying the destitute of | 
eur own congregation with Prayer 
Books; and this object ut has ima great 
degree accomplished, and at 1 smail 
expense. There are, however, un- 
doubtedly, many others wito weuld 
gladly receive this precions volume, 
either as a gratuity or at the price 
charged by the Society ; and we have 
reason to hope that a general dittu- 
sion of our Liturgy will not only aid 
the devotions of Episcopalians, but, 
by extending the knowledge of the 
doctrines and offices of our Church, 
promote her increase. The most dil- 
fusive Christian charity is perfectly 
consistent with a Zealous attachment 
to the particular denomination of 
which we are members. With our 
fellow Christians of every name, we 
are ready to unite in spreading abroad 
the records of our common salvation; 
and, with the Apostle, we pray, that 
grace may be with all who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. But 
we turn with fond and peculiar re- 
gard to that Church in whose bosom 
we were nurtured, and in whose 
words our infant hips were taught to 
utter the accents of prayer and praise. 
** May peace be within her walls, and 
prosperity within her palaces ; may 
her priests be clothed with salvation, 
and her saints shout aloud for joy.” 

By order of the Board : 

WILLIAM JAY, Sec’y. 


Bedford, West Chester Co. N.Y. 
16th June, 1822. 


We have received an intelligent 
letter from an old gentleman in Geor- 
gia, who is one among the many scat- 
tered Episcopalians m that state, in 
which a lively interest for the exten- 
sion of the Church over that country, 
and the general prosperity of Zion, 
is expressed by the earnest request 
that Missionaries may be sent to his 
neighbourhood, and by the promise 
of doing all he can, in company with 
others, by their hospitality and sub- 
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scriptions, to support them comfort- 
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ably. Av opinion is also expressed 
that it only wants the labours of a 


truly zealous and efficient Missionary 
in the upper part of Georgia, to col- 
lect together, in many places, the 
friends of the Episcopal Church who 
for many years have been destitute 
of her services, and induce them to 
organize respectable congregations. 
We are glud to perceive by this let- 
ter, that the importance ef Theolo- 
gical Semnartes in our Church is 
felt in Georgia, and that the Seminary 
established by the last Convention in 
Maryland has excited a lively interest 
there among the members of our 
Church. Our correspondent has 
shown his interest in a way 80 Con- 
vincing and so useful, by promising a 
donation of 50 dollars to the Semi- 
nary, that we cannot but hope that 
others of the distant southern states, 
as well as of other parts, will imitate 
his example. 





The following -is selected from 
among the papers of the late Rev, Jo- 
seph Kh. Andrus, which were returned 
from Africa after his decease, and di- 
rected to his father, E. Andrus, Esq. 


Place me where winds and tempests reign. 
Where frowning winter binds the plain 

In chaius of ice and snow ; 
Where never summer's tepid breeze 
lnvigorates the dying trees, 

Or bids the waters flow ; 


Or place me where the arid soil 

Mocks human skill and human toil ; 
Where ceaseless thunders roll ; 

Where not a leaf of verdure grows, 

Or dew descends, or fountain flows, 
To cheer the fainting soul: 


My Saviour’s love, my Saviour’s smile 
The tedious moments shall beguile, 
Aud give the desert charms. 
What thongh the clime were wing’d with death ' 
"Twere heaven to yield this fleeting breath, 
And ily to Jesus’ arms. 





Episcopal Acts. 
The Right Rev. Bishop Hobart 
‘held a Confirmation at Flushing, on 
;Sunday morning, July Mth, 1822. 
On this occasion, morning service was 
performed by the Rev. Mr. Thorne, 
‘and an able and appropriate sermon 
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preached by the Bishop, who admi- 
nistered the rite of Confirmation to 
65 persons. 

On Monday, the 15th of July, 1822, 
the new church erected in the village 
of Jamaica, was consecrated to the 
service of Almighty God, by the 
name of Grace Church, by the Right 
Rey. Bishop Hobart. Morning pray- 
er was conducted by the Rev. Mr. 
Johnson, of Newtown; the lessons 
read by the Rev. Mr. Proal, of Sche- 
nectady ; and an appropriate sermon 
delivered by the Bishop. 


Literary Henours. 

At the late Commencement of Union 
College, Schenectady, the degree of 
D. D. was conferred on the Rev. 
Henry J. Feltus, Rector of St. Ste- 

hen’s Church, New- York ; and the 
ho onorary degree of A. M. on the Rey. 
William B. Lacey, Rector of St. Pe- 
ter’s Church, Albany. 

The degree of LL. D. was recently 
conferred on John Pintard, Esq. of |) 
New-York, by Allegany College. 

The Rey. Alonzo Potter, recently |, 


admitted to Deacons’ orders by Bi- |: 


shop Hobart, is appointed Professor 


of Mathematics and Natural Philoso- |; 


phy in Union College, Schenectady. 

lhe Right Rev. “Philander Chase, 
Bishop of the Diocess of Ohio, has 
accepted of the Presidential Chair in 
the Cincinnati College, and will enter 
upon the duties of the office at the 
commencement of the winter session, 
in the month of October next. 


Obituary Notices. 

Died, at Middletown, Connecticut, 
on the 27th July, 1822, the Rey. 
Watrer Cranston, Rector of Christ 
Church, Savannah, Georgia, aged 32 
years. 

Died, at Laurel Hill, St. Mary’s 
county, Md. on the 17th instant, Mrs. 
Exiza M. Bowpen, wife of the Rev. 
Jumes J. Bowden, aged 23 years ; 
and, on the 23d instant, the Rey. 
James J. Bowpen, aged 27 years, a 
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clergyman of the Episcopal Charch 
We are rarely called to mourn an 
event which is more afflictive thar 
this. Mrs. Bb. was possessed naturally 
ef an uncommonly amiable heart ; 
from a child her dispositions were 
| remarkably virtuous and kind, and in 
her after life, when she was made a 
subject of divine grace, the deep and 
sincere piety which marked her con- 
duct rendered her stil more an ob- 
ject of interest and affection to those 
with whom she associated. 

In the death of Mr. b. society, and 
in particular the Church in which he 
was a faithful minister, have sustatn- 
ed asevere deprivation. As ascho 
lar, his rank was high ; as a minister 
of Christ, he was faithful and zealous, 
well enabled to fill with success the 
duties of this exalted office. As a 
| Christian, he displayed the clearest 
jevidesicas of a life directed by the 

spirit of God, and of a faith (particu 
ilarly in his last illness) vigorous and 
junshaken. As a friend anda man, he 
was, what the influences of divine 
igrace must ever make one, kind, af- 
‘fectionate, and charitable. A dispen- 





‘sation like the one we mourn must 
‘be to man dark and mysterious ;_ but 
iwe resign them cheerfully into the 
| hands ef God, believing that by it will 
be produced an abiding, an eternal 
good. zi. 


Notice. 

The Repertory will hereafter be published 
on the 1th, instead of the Ist of each month. 
This alteration in the time of its appearance 
is made under the expectation of giving to 
our readers much earlier ious intelligence 
than we have hitherto been able to give. 

Those of our correspondents who have not 
yet sent in their communications agreeably to 
promise, are requested to do so without delay 


| 


Answers to Correspondents. 

A. C—n.; The Baltimorean re- 
turned home; T.; F. W.; and B. are 
under consideration. 

The Report of the Chester Town 
Sunday School will be inseried in our 
next. Also, some account of the Jast 
Convention of the Diocess of Obio. 

















